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T he plants arranged under the genus of Carexy feem always 

to have laboured under fome degree of obfcurlty and diffi- 
. culty. They were generally ranked, by the older botanifts, under 
a very unmeaning name, Cyperoides\ and having no ftriking vir¬ 
tues to recommend them, they were fpoken of in an indiflin6t 
method, and were in a manner paiTed over as things unworthy of 

laborious inveftigation. In the third edition of Ray’s Synopfis, 
Cyperoides, including Cyperusy anfwers to our genus Carex; the 

thing likened including and referring to itfelf for its original! The 
general charafter is, Caules iriquetri in omnibusy & in plerifque etiam 
femina: a defeription very indefinite. Morifon and ScheuchzeVy to 
whofe confummate accuracy his Agroftographia will be a monumentum 
icre perennius, obferve, with refpe6l to our genus of Carexy nearly the' 

lame method as Ray. I fay nothing of the more ancient writers, 
cipccially Gerard and Parkinfon; for their works, being in Englilh, 
are not fo univerfally known. All thefe authors purfued in fa£t 

nearly the fame plan; and thus fome fpecies of Scirpusy Seboenus and 
CyperuSy and all the fpecies of Carex (lo vague was their generic 

charadler) were comprifed under one name, Cyperoidesy and formed 
one jarring family. 


In 
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In the beginning of the i8th century, Rttppius, Montl^ and 

Michelius^ divided the Carices of Linnccus into two families. Miche^ 
lius^ who deferves mofl confideration, divides them into CyperoUes 
and Carex. Under the former divifion he clafles the Linnean fpe- 
cies which have /picas fexu diftinSias^ and under the latter thofc 
which '/picas androgynasi but, in doing this, he ranks 

dioica under the former. I (hall have occafion prefently to fpeak of 
this divifion more particularly. ^ 

Tourne/orty intent upon the corolla, gave a decifive charaftcr 
taken from that interefting feature. He fpeaks however only of 
twenty-three fpecies, of which almofl all are of the order Sexu di/- 
iinclce. But even in this arrangement he offends againft his own 
generic chara£ler: for he defcribes his genus (which he ftyles Cr- 
peroides) as having its terminal fpike barren, and the inferior ones 
fertile; a defcription by no means according with the androgynous 

fpecies. 

■ Linnaus thought it needlefs to extend his generic chara< 5 ler to 
any farther degree of minutenefs than what the nature of the 
flowers called for. The fituation of the flowers was difregarded by 
him: it was fufficient for his purpofe that the prefence of male 
and female flowers determined their place in the clafs Moncecia of 

his fyftem, and the parts of fru6lification determined the genus 

/ 

Carex, 

Whether Linneeush generic character be fufficiently exadl, and 
whether, from the multitude of modern difeoveries, it may not be 
advifable to reftore the old divifion into two families, may poflibly 
admit of fome doubt. Linnaus defcribes the Neclarium (by which 
he means the capfule or tunica enveloping the feed, for he alludes 
indifferently to all thefe three terms) as inflatum iridentatuniy and 

the ftig 

prefs for biJentatum, ftill even then a large portion of the family will 

not 


ma as trifid. Suppofing trideniatum to be an error of the 
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not accord with either of thefe charadlers. Perhaps the fault lies 
in including thofe with androgynous fpikes, and thofe whofe fpikes 
are diftin^l in point of fex, in one family. But this carries me 
back to Mlcheliusy one of the firft who made a reparation between 

them. 

It is true that Mlchellus, by dividing and fubdividing his families 

his laborious 


fo many orders, rather oblcured 


fubje^l 



rity. But hill his primary divifion into two families me 


rits fome confideration ; for 


a natural one. For, inde 


pendent of the fituation of the different flowers, all the an- 
drogynous fpecies, except C. paucjfloray have their ftigma bifid; 
and the refl, except three or four, trifid. Perhaps Linticeus^ though 
aware of this circumftance, had not carefully attended to it in form¬ 
ing his generic chara6fer. Be that as it will, this conftant differ¬ 
ence of the principal part of frudlification, together with their out¬ 
ward habit (certainly very difeordant), might have warranted their 
being retained as diffin 61 : genera; for the mod: ingenious artificial 
iyftem appears to moft advantage when moft confonant with nature, 
n hat affinity is there in appearance between C. dioica and riparla^ 
C, vulpma and capillarls? Nothing can be more diffimilar in habit, 
in nature, and oeconomy. We all allow how impolitic it is to multi¬ 
ply genera without a fufficient caufe. Equally impolitic is it to 
overload any genus with numerous fpecies, which would naturally 
divkle themfelves into dillinel families. Perfpicuity is the end of 
fyffem ; and that is beft attained by avoiding each extreme. I have 
not, however, ventured to feparate them into two families. The 
Britifli fpecies, though numerous, do notabfolutely require it: but 
I can eafily conceive, that when all the known fpecies of the world 
are brought together, fome Inch divifion will contribute very much 
to the neatnefs of the fyffem, and eafe of the ff udent. I throw out 
thefe hints, not prefuming to dire6t, but wilhing rather to excite 


and 
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and collect the thoughts of fuch as may be willing to turn their 
minds to this fubjedl. 

But however it is not fo much to my prefent purpofe, to enter 
veiy minutely into the generic charadler; that is a point to be re- 


ferved for future confidei 


I am rather anxious to define 


fpecies of this family. When I firfl: began to ftudy them, I met 
with more difficulties than I had reafon to apprehend. In the adop¬ 
tion of fynonyms, Linn rus himfelf has made fome blunders of con- 
fequence : Mr. Hudfons C. fpicata^ is the G. muricata oi Linmeus 
but IJmausy in quoting his fynonyms, fele6ts fome expreffive of 
Mr, Hudfons fplcata^ and others of his muricata: fo alfo, thinking 
them to be the fame, he quotes Morlfonz figure of recurva to his 
ccefpitofa, I could mention more inftances of the fame kind. 

Again, there has always prevailed an idea of the many varieties 
of the feveral fpecies; a fuppofition by no means well founded. 
Thus Linnceus makes fylvatica^ veficaria and ampullacea varieties of each 
other. Thus alfo, riparia, paludofa^ and acutay have moil unaccount¬ 
ably, by many authors, been looked upon as partakers of the fame 
origin. The accurate Mr. Curtis firfi: noted their refpe6livc 
limits. 

As Linnaeus j not always having the whole plant before him, could 
not form any diferiminating charafter from the root, fo few of his 
followers have done it; whereas, in many of 

importance to know the root. 



Thus, when 


has a creeping root, and pu/icaris a fibrous 


of 


know that dioica 
j are at once en¬ 


abled to diftinguilh them in 


any 


ftag 


of growth: tlieir fpiket 


at their firft formation are often fimilar. 

But the greateft perplexity to be met with arifes from the Lin- 
nean divifion into fpikes feffile and pedunculated: cultivation, or, 
in a natural ftate, a cafual luxuriant growth, does away the whole 
diftindtion. Thus C. di/^aits always has its fpikes on long footftalks; 


VoL. II 


S 


but 
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but thefe being embraced by the petiolus or vagina of the foliace 


bra<5lc3s, gave occafion to Linn^us to ftyle them fubfefllle 


But 


the lead injury to the vagina would difeover the footftalk, and per 


plex the young ftudent beyond deferif 


Th 


difficulty 


principally induced me to have recourfe to a new mark of diferimi- 
nation, which appeared to be lefs liable to variety than mod others: 
I mean the proportion which the petiolus or vagina of the foliace- 
ous bra6tca, in the orders f^icts fexu dijiindiis^ bears to the footftalk 


hich the fpike is fnpp 


This mark 


ays hold 


fomething worthy of obfervation ; for if the footdalk be unufually 




Ihort, in confeq 


of the 


barrennefs of 


foil, the vagina will be found to be afte6i;ed fomewhat in the 


fame proportion. 

In general, the proportion betw 


the parts in the animal and 


vegetable kingdoms is lefs liable to variation than mod other cir- 
cumdances. Obferving, therefore, how condant the length of the 
vagina was to that of the footdalk, I determined to take my leading 
charadler from it. Having begun to do fo in fome in dances, I at 


length became compelled to adopt 


idem enim in omnibus 


iandum eji» And I beg leave to offer this principally as my apology 


for condru(£ling new deferiptions- through 


Spikes Being faid 


to be feffile which were not fo, called neceffarily for new deferiptions: 
this led on to a change in the defeription of their affinities, and 
thence onward, fo that there was no dopping. 

It is not to be expelled, neither is it neceffary, or indeed poffible, 
in the diort fpace of a fpecific defeription, to comprehend all the 
niceties of diferimination which a more leifure furvey will point 
out; and yet many of thefe mud drike every obferver, and mud be 
very ferviceable to him in the purfuit of his enquiries. I will beg 
leave to fugged a few of them. Although fome Cartces are faid to 
have one male fpike only, and others more than one, yet fome cf 

the 



the former order will be found moft frequently to have two, as is 
the cafe particularly with JUjfortnis. 

The lhape of the fpikes is worth attending to. Obferving C. pilu- 
lifera with round female fpikes, we in moft ftages of growth can 
feparate it horn C. preecox: ftiould any doubt be ftill entertained, 
as may happen in their infancy, the thin male fpike of pilulifera 
will make an appearance quite different from the obovate or rather 
club-ftiaped one of pracox. The filiform flender female fpikes of 
C. acuta make us wonder how it ever could be claffcd with the cor- 
■ pulency of C. riparla, 

. The lhape of the glumae, or, as they are often called, fquamac, 
affords, in many inftances, a very charadteriftic mark, in none more 
lo than in C. rtgida. 

The pendulofity of the fpikes is alfo an interefting circuin- 
ftance. However, in the judging of this circumftance, the ftate 

of the fructification muft be confidered; for many whofe fpikes 
are deferibed to be pendulous, betray that circumftance only in the 
advanced ftate of fructification, as C. recurva: fome only in the 
early and not in the riper age, as is frequently the cafe with 


C. acuta. 

As Linnecus founded his fyftem upon the parts of fru6llfication 
it may feem ftrange that he was not more particular in noting tin 


of the number of the ftig 


Perhaps his deferibing 


from dried and imperfect fpecimens occafionally pre\ 


from examining into th 


:d him 

circumftance. Thus, C. rigida is readily 

The 


diferiminated from pracox by its having only two ftigmata. 
(lio-ynous appearance in the flowers of acuta-i is its primary mark of 


I muft obfei 


when L'mnccus de- 


feparation from C. paludofa. 
feribed his cafpitofa in the FI. Suecica^ he referred to a plant m Seheu- 

dozer, which had three ftigmata. He excluded this fynonym after¬ 
wards in his fecond edition of Sp. Plant. 

In all plants the fruit is a leading circumftance. The capfulc 


S 


or, 
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or, as it Is often called, but I doubt whether with propriety, the 
ne6larium, muft be often called in to aid the defcription of Cartces, 
The capfule is oblong, as in palkfcens ; round, as in pilulifera ; rof- 
trated, as in Pfeudo'Cyperus; fmooth, as in panicea; downy, as in 
pr^ecox; villous, as in Jiliformis and hirta; divided at the fummit,. 
as in muricata ; entire, as in Jiellulata, 

In a few fpecies the foliaceous bra6lese. have little auricles at each 
fide of their bafe, as is particularly obfervable in JiriEia^ ccefpitojd,. 
rtgida, and acuta. The length of the foliaceous bra6leae is incon- 

ftant, and therefore muft be admitted into defcriptions with ex¬ 
treme caution. C, arenarla of Linnaeus, and C. divifa of Mr.. Hud- 
fon, are defcribed by fplcu foUoIo longtori inftrudlls ; whereas nothing 
is more common than to find them with exceedingly fhort bra6lese,. 
and fometimes wdth none at all. 

But above all modes whereby the diftin 61 ;ion of plants Is beft dif- 
covered, cultivation and attention to the progrefs of their growth 
is the moft ufeful. Beyond almoft all other plants, our patience is re¬ 
quired in the inveftigation of the grafles. When Carices are found in 
unnatural fituafions, it is impoftible almoft to be aware of the ap¬ 
pearances which they will put on. On the high ground above Virginia 
water, I found C. ovalh with one male oblong fpike, neither could 
I learn its name till I had cultivated it. C. prcecoXy on Hanwell 
heath, appeared with only one terminal female fpike. Thefe are 
irregularities which cultivation alone can detect. A good botanift 
will not be fatisfied till he can afcertain his plants in all their 
ftages. It is not lefs ufeful than fatisfadtory to know the graftes, 
even independent of their flowers: C. Umofa not unfrequently pro¬ 
duces no flowers; in this ftate, it has the Angular property of 
throwing out long, branching, trailing (hoots, which may be made 
to produce new plants by layers, or even by cuttings. Many more 
niceties of the fame kind might be mentioned, but I forbear left I 
Ihould feexn tedious. 


Of 
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Of the. ufes of this tribe of plants all authors almoll are fileut. 
The older botanifts declare themfelves ignorant of any good to be 

derived from them; perhaps they looked only to the fattening of 
their cattle ; but here it muft be allowed, 

Psfec bos pinguefcat male carice pajius aeutd, 

LttiTtaus^ in his FI. Lappon, adds an entertaining note to hisdefcrip- 
tion of C fylvatica^ wherein he tells us, that the Laplanders comb- 
and drefs this grafs, as we do flax i when it is thus made loft, they 
fluff their gloves and Ihoes with it, to defend them from the pierc¬ 
ing cold of their fevere wintersfo effe£lually are they fecured by 
this covering, that chilblains are not known amongft them. In fum- 
mer alfo the ufe of the fame material is retained.. The Laplander,, 
unufed to every fpecies of luxury, having his flioes made of Ikins,. 

not leather, is defended by this means from tlie bruifes which he* 
would receive in his travels, as he tends his flocks; and moreover, 
efcapes the inconvenience of the ht^t—fudorem enlm pedum arcet. It 
is not this grafs only, but a variety of gralTes are worked up in- 
this manner. Linneeus however obferved that they were chiefly 
Carices^ and of the Carices chiefly the C. fylvatica. 

Mr. Ligktfoot^ fpeaking of C, ripariay which he calls acuta, ob- 

ferves, that “ in Italy its leaves are ufed by the glafs-makers to 
bind their wine fl a Iks, by the chair-makers to bottom chairs, and 
by the coopers to place between the jundlures of the timber in the 
heads of their cafks, in the fame manner as the leaves of the 
*Typha are ufed in the fame country, and the flalks of the Sclrpus 
lacujiris in England.” Fl, Scot, p, 566. 

The young foliage and the flower-ftalks of thofe- Carkes which 
grow on heaths, and where there is an> abundance of cattle, are 
obferved to be eaten off;- of courfe they are not wholly without 

ufe. All Carkes affefl a very moift fituation, and of courfc, in alh 

pro- 
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probability, will yield an early foliage, and in times of drought a 
fure one. There may be countries where this circumftance may 
be worthy of confideration : the large coarfer forts might be 
worked up in all countries, with other materials, forthatching, and 
for the coarfer purpofes of covering and prote^fing againft wea¬ 
ther. All thofe Carices which have creeping roots, are admirably 
well qualified to give liability and firmnefs to the furface of quak- 
ing bogs. Many of this fort alfo grow by the fides of ditches and 
rivers, and occafion a tenacity in the banks, fo that they can re¬ 
fill: the violence of currents. Cattle are not fond of thefe ; perhaps 
fortunately fo, that man may more fa rely, as Limtaus has remark¬ 
ed, receive benefit from their growth in places of this nature. 

I do myfelf the honour of laying thefe obfervations before the 
Linncan Society, anxious to facilitate the knowledge of this difficult 
genus; hoping at the fame time that others will improve upon, 
them, and at length confi:ru6t chaia6lers more diftindive than 
mine. They are the obfervations of. folitary walks, and of hours 
which, through the prevalence of modern faffiion, feem as it were 
privileged to be fpent in nothingnefs. But the contemplative phi- 
lofopher, even in thefe, finds the moft folid delight in dwelling 
upon the works of the Almighty; and while he views “ the things ' 
that arc made,” he confirms himfelf (and it is the true end of the 
iludy of nature) in the belief ‘‘ of his eternal power and godhead,’* 
.and of the revelation (for it is a natural deduction) which he hath 
given of his will. 


Ohfi 


I 


m 


Fag 


thus 


Having, for brevity’s fake, introduced a new 

nany of my deferiptions, I beg to define it 


into 


Vagina ejl bafis folii vaglnansh. 


Th« 
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The culm af moft grafies has what Linnerus terms folia vaginantia. 
Some authors have called leaves of this fort petiolatcd leaves, but 
I think improperly: they are better defined jheathing leaves^ for they 
embrace or inclofe the (talk at their bafe. This Ihcath or vagina 

in the Carices ufually bears a regular proportion to the length of 
the foot-ftalks of the fpikes : I call it, either erquansy when of the 

fame length as the foot-ftalk ; dimidiata^ when half of the length ; 

abbrcvialdy when of a quarter of the length. 

Obf, 1, I have purpofely omitted mentioning the feed, not hav¬ 
ing as yet been able to examine it in a ffefh fiate, in all the fpecics. 

Obf, 3. Where a plant is faid to have vaginx, the fpikes are 
necelfarily on foot-ftalks (for the application of that term is to the 
floral leaf embracing the whole or part of the foot-ftalk or pe¬ 
duncle) ; and therefore no mention of that circumftance is necef- 
fary in the feveral fpecific deferiptions^ 


SY.NOPSIS SPEC IE RUM. 

Spied unied fmplici: 

• . 

I. C. diotca, Spic^ fimplici dioici, capfularum marginib’us ferru- 

latis. 

’ 2. C. ptiicaris, Spic^ fimplici andfogyna fuperne mafcul^, cap- 

fulis divaricatis retroflexis utrinque acuminatis. 

3. C. pauciflora, Spic^ fimplici androgyna, floribus foemineis fub- 

ternis remotiufeulis patentibus; mafculo fub-unico terminali. 



4. Q, fellulata. Spiculis fubternis remotis, capfulis divergentibus 

acutis; ore indivifo. 


5. C. curiai 




I 


$ 
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5 


C 


Spiculis fubfen 


remotiufculis nudis, fquamis 


acutiufculis capfula brevioribus 


6. C. ovalis, Spiculis fubfenis 


libus approximatis alternis 




fquamis lanceolatis acutls capfulam aequantibus 


7 


C. remota, Spiculis axillaribus folitariis remotis fubfeflllibus 
foliolis longiflimis, capfulis apice indivifis. 

8. C. axillaris, Spiculis axillaribus fubternatis remotis feflilibus 




foliolis longis, capfulis apice divifis 


9 


C. incurva 


Spic 


conica fpiculis plurimis congeftis feflilibus 


compoflti, involucro nullo, culmo 


10. C. arenarta, Spic 4 foliofa oblonga acutiufcula ; fpiculis plu 


mis 


terminalibus mafculis: inferioribus foemineis. culmo 


incurvo. 


11. C. intermedia, Spica oblonga obtufa; fpiculis plurimis: infimis ter- 

minalibufque : foemineis intermediis mafculis, culmo eredlo. 

12. C. dhifa, Spic^ ovat^ fub-decompofita, foliolo eredlo in- 

llru6l'^, fpiculis fubconfertis, capfulis adpreflis, radice re^ 
penti. 

13. C. muricata. Spica oblong^ fub-decompofit^, fpiculis diflin^lls, 

capfulis divergentibus : ore divifo, radice fibrofa. 

14. C. dhulfa, Spica elongata decompofita bafi fub-ramosa; fpi- 

culis inferioribus remotis: fummis contiguis, capfulis fub- 
ere6tis. 


15. C. vulpina, Spica fupradecompofita coardlato-ramosa obtusa; 

fpiculis fuperne mafculis, capfulis divergentibus, culmi an- 
gulis acutiflimis, 

16. C. teretiufcula, Spica fupradecompofita coardlato-ramosi acu¬ 

tiufcula ; fpiculis fuperne mafculis, capfulis patentibus, 
culmo teretiufculo. 

17. C. paniculata. Spica fupradecompofita paniculato-ramosaacuta: 

ramis alternis remotiufculis, capfulis patentibus, culmo tri- 
quetro. 



* C, atrata. 
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Spicis fexu di/lindiis: mafculd mica : bradieis memhranaceis* 

18. C. digiiata, Bra6leis membranaceis fubaphyllis vaginantibus 

dimidiatis, fpicis linearibus eVe6lis; mafcula breviori, cap- 
fulis diftantibus. 

19. C. clandejiina, Bra6leis membranaceis fubaphyllis vaginantibus, 

fpicis foemineis oblongis remotis vaginam vix 
tibus. 







.* brableis 


foUaceisy ^ plerumque vaginantibus. 


20; C. pendula, Vaginis longis fubsequantibus, fpicis cylindricis 

longiflimis pendulis, capfulis ovatis acutis. 

21. C. Jlrigofa, Vaginis longis fubaequantibus, fpicis filiformibus 

laxis pendulis, capfulis oblongis fubtriquetris acutis. 

22 . C. praecox, Vaginis brevibus fubsequ an tibus, fpicis approxi- 

,_md.cis; mafcula fub-clavata; foemineis ovatis, capfulis fub- 
rotundis pubefeentibus. 

33.- G. filiformis, Vaginis , brevibus fubsequantibus, fpicis mafeu- 

lis fub-duabus lineaiibus; foemineis ovatis remotis, capfulis 
birds. 

24. C.Jlava, Vaginis brevibus fubaequantibus foliolo divaricato, 

fpica mafcula linear!; foemineis fubrotundis, capfulis roftra- 
to-acuminatis. 

25. c. exienfa. Vaginis breviflimis aequantibus foliolo fub-reflexo, 

fpicis confertis; foemineis fubrotundis, capfulis ovatis 

acutis. 

36.' C. fulva, Vaglnainfima fubdimidiata; fuperioribus fubxquan- 

tibus, fpicis foeniineis duabus oblongis acutis, capfulis rof- 

--t ’ tratoacuminatisi 

27. C. diflans, Vagin 

. • aequantibus, fpicis oblongis remotiflimis, capfulis acutis. 

VoL. ir. T 28. C. 


a inhma fere dimidiata; fuperioribus fub- 
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28. C. panlcea, Vagin^ infima fub-dimidiata ; fuperioribus fub 

asquantibns, fpicis linearibus remotis, capfulis inflatis fub 
diftantibus obtufiufculis. 

29. C. 

fru6lifcris pendulis, pedunculis capillaribus, capfulis acu- 
minatis. 

30. C.* depauperata, Vaginis plufquam dimidiatis, fpicis fcemineis 

remotis paucifloris, capfulis inflatis ovatis roftrato-acumi- 

natis. 

31. C. fyhatica, Vaginis abbreviatis, fpicis filiformibus laxis pen¬ 

dulis, capfulis ovatis arillato-roftratis. 

32. c. recurva, Vaginis abbreviatis, fpicis fcemineis fub-cylin- 

dricis pendulis, capfulis rotundato-ovatis, radice repenti. 

33. C. pallefcens, Vaginis abbreviatiflimis, fpicis fcemineis fub- 

cylindricis; frudtiferis pendulis, capfulis fubtriquetris ob- 
longis obtufis. 

34. C. limofa. Vaginis abbreviatiflimis fub-nullis, fpicis fcemineis 

ovatis pendulis, capfulis ovatis compreffis, radice repenti. 

33. C. PJeudocyperus . Vaginis fub-nullis, fpicis fcemineis cylindricis 

pedunculatis pendulis, capfulis nervofis oblongis ariftato- 
roflratis fub-divaricatis. 

36. C. air ata, Vaginis fub-nullis, fpicis omnibus androgynis, pe¬ 

dunculatis: frudtiferis pendulis, capfulis ovatis acutiufculis. 

37. C. piluHfera, Vaginis nullis, fpic^ mafcula fub-lineari; fcemi¬ 

neis confertis fubrotundis feflTilibus, culmo debili. 

38. C. ngtda, Digyna, vaginis nullis, fpicis oblongis fubfeffilibus, 

folds fub-recurvis rigidis. 

■39. c. cd'fpttofa, Digyna, vaginis nullis, fpicis fubfeflilibus fub-cylin- 

dricis obtufis, folds eredlis molliufculis. 

40. C. JiriSia. Digyna, vaginis nullis, fpicis fubfeflilibus cylin¬ 
dricis acutis ; mafculis fub-duabus, foliis eredtis ftridfis. 

Spiels 


capillaris. Vaginis dimidiatis, fpicis fcemineis oblongis laxis; 
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**** Spicis fexu dijfin^lis, tnafcults pluribus, 

41. C. rlparia, Spicis oblongis acutis; mafcularum fquamis lan- 

ceolatds: foeminearum ariftato-acuminatis, capfulis ovato- 
lanceolatis apice furcato-dentatis. 

42. C. paludofa, Spicis oblongis fub-obtufis; mafcularum fquamis 

obtufis: foeminearum lanceolatis, capfulis ovato-lanceolatis 
apice fub-dentatis. 

43. C. acuta, Digyna, fpicis filiformibus ; focmineis inflorcfcentibus 

nutantibus: fru6tiferis ere6tis, capfulis acutiufculis apice in- 
" divifis. 

44. C, vef carta, Spicis mafculis linearibus; fcEmineis oblongis pa- 

• tentibus, capfulis inflatis oblongis roftrato-acuminath pa¬ 
te ntibus. 

45. c. ampullacea, Spicis filiformibus; mafculis tenuioribus; foemi- 

'neis teretibus ere 61 :is, capfulis inflatis globofis ariflato-roftra- 
tis divaricatis. 

46. C. hirfa. Pilofa, fpicis omnibus oblongis; foemineis remotis 

vaginatis : vaginis bine lanato-villofis, capfulis birds, 

. * C. fiiformisy Jlr'tSia^ recurva ; & qua dam alia^ qua aliquando fptets 

mafculis duabuSy fed rarms funt noiabiles. 


I. • C A R E X 


D I O I C A. 


C. Spica fimplici dioica, capfularum marginibus ferrulati 


BtldJle 


Hort,^ Sic, p. 32 


5 


.Gramen cyperoides minimum 



fimplici cafla. Hfi, Ox, III 


244* f* ^ 


mas. 


Gramen cyperoides minimum ranunculi capitulo rotundo 


m 


Ox, III. 245. f. 8. t. 12. f. 36. fem 

T 2 


Cyperoides 



1^0 Dr. GoodenoughV Ohfervations 

Cyperoides parvum, n. i & 2. Mich, Gen, p. 56. t. 32. f. I & 2. 

Scheuchzer^ 49y. t. li. f. 9 & 10. 

F/. Suecica, n. 833. FI. AngL p. 401. FL Dan, 369. mas ^ faemna, 

FI, Scot, 541. IFithering.^ p. 1026. 

Habitat in paluftribus fpongiofis. Junio. 

4 ^ 

Des. Radix repens, perennis. Folia fetacea, fub-triquetra, intus 

canaliculata, ere6la, culmum floriferum fub-sequantia, glabra. 
Culmus tenuis, eredus, triqueter, angulis acutiufculis, glaber, 

4—10 uncialis, foliis demum paiilo longior. Spica mafcula ob- 
longa, bra6lea brevi ovata fufca in mucronem definenti, f— I un- 
xialis; fquamis oblongis acutiufculis fulvis, nervo clorfali obfole- 
tiufculo viridi. Filamenta tria; antherx lineares flavae. Spica 
minea oblonga demum fubcylindrica, fquamis ut in mafcula, capfula 
brevioribus. Capfnlce faepius fub-diftichae, patentes, ovatse, acutae, 

marginibus apicem verfus minutiflime ferrulatis, ore integro. Stig¬ 
mata duo. 

So great a fimilarity prevails between what are called C. dioica 
and capitaia^ that no author has as yet flruck out a conftant 
fatisfa^lory difference of charadler. Mr. Hudfons introdudllon of 
Lmn^cus's C. capitaia into the catalogue of Britiih plants, has ex¬ 
cited an enquiry into the reality of that fpecies, and in particular 
with refpe6l to its being a native of Britain. Indeed the difference 
between them at moft feems very trifling. In C. capitata the fpike • 
is round, and fomewhat (owing to the male flowers at the 
top; conic: in the female C. dioica^ it is ovato- oblong. The 
capfules fcem broader in capitaia. In dioica the capfules are 
mod minutely ferrated towards the point; in capitata they are 
entire. In dioka the capfules are driated with nerves, which 
can fcarcely be faid to appear in the very few fpecimens of capitata 
^yhich I have feen. 1 have found the male dioica with a female 

flower 


I 
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flovv'er or two at the bafe of the fpike, the capfules of which very 
much refemble thofe of the Swedilh capitaia. In lived ales Hcrba- 
rium Rayanum^ vol. 12. fol. 68. n. 5. and in Mr. hightfooN herba¬ 
rium, to which I had accefs, through her Majesty’s moft graci¬ 
ous condefcenfion, who is now the pofTe/Tor of it, are fpecimens of 
the female dioica, with feveral male flowers at the top of the fpike. 

The leaves in both fpecies are exa< 5 lly the fame; the ftyle in each 
has two fligmata. I have feen capfules in dioica where there is no 
vifible ferrulation on the edges. Swediih fpecimens of capitaia are 
in the rich herbaria of Sir jofeph Banks and Dr. Smith. All my ideas 
of the plant arc taken entirely from them. 

. The fynonyms of Ray and Morifon^ wdiich Linnaus quotes for 
capitaia, are undoubtedly to be referred to C. dioica. He himlelf re¬ 
ferred them to it in FI. Suecica. In the places fo particularly men¬ 
tioned by thofe . authors, C. dioica and that only has ever been 
found. 

The different figures of Michelius have led into fome error.—I 
do not hefitate to fay, that the female figure No. i. is carclefsly 
drawn: its being reprefented with three fligmata, inflead of two 
which it ought to haye (as is evident from a fpecimen in Mr. 
LighifooPs herbarium), is a fufficient proof of it. This is that Irilh 
variety mentioned hy Ray, in his Synop/is, p. 425, n. 66. In Michelius's 
figure, n. 2. no male flowers are to be feen at the fummit : neither 
are they in Mgrifons figure, n. 36. Thefe figures are both very de¬ 
cent reprdfentations of the female dioica : they bear no fimilarity to 
the fpecimens of capital a mentioned before. 

Scheuchzer s figure feems like pulicaris, rather than diotca. It is 
poITible he may have confounded the two together, as any one- 

might do in their infant ftate. 

Upon the whole, therefore, I can fee no reafon why C. capitata 
fhould be continued as a Britifh fpecies, and therefore have ex¬ 
cluded it. 


Ido 
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I do not pretend to be the jirji difcovcrer of the difference of the 
capfule in capitata and d’wlca^ as mentioned above. —'■Dr. Smithy long 
before I had the happinefs of his acquaintance, had, unknown to 
me, communicated it to fome of his friends. As his herbarium 
muft be confidered as the fountain-head of all botanical authority, 
I was particularly happy in the coincidence of his opinion, and,, in 

deference to it, added to the fpecific defeription of G. dioicay capfu-- 
I arum marginthus ferrulatis. 


2. CAREX PULICARIS. 

Spica fimplici androgyna fuperne mafcula, capfulis divaricatls re- 

troflexis utrinque acuminatis. Uvedaky Herb, Rayan, vol. I2* 


P 


68. n. 3. 


Carex minima. Mich, Gen. 66. t. 33. f. i. 

Gramen cyperoides minimum, &c. . Morif. Hifl, Ox, III. p. 244, 

f. 8. t. 12. f. I. Pluk, ph, t. 24.. f. 10. 

FI, Lappon. n. 339. Leersy 198. t. 14. f. i. FI, Ang, 402. FI, 
Scot, 543. FI, Dan. 166. 

Habitat in paludibus turfofis & limofis. Junio. 

R<?i//A:*fibrofa, perennis. Folia fetacea, faturate virentia, rigida, 
glabra, ere6la, culmo breviora canaliculata, hinc convexiufcula & 

nervofo-angulata. Cuhnus ereefus teretiufcillus glaber 3-12 uncialis. 
Spica fimplex, cylindracea, terminalis. Flores mafeuli plurimi fu- 
periorcs, foeminei circiter totidem inferiores laxe imbricati. Squamse 
fubfufeas, ovatas, acutae, capfuD breviores, nervo dorfali viriJi, de¬ 
ciduae. Capfulce ovats utrinque acuminatae, trigonas, glaberrimas, 
mox divaricatae, demum pendulae ore integro. Filamenta tria; an- 
therae iineares flavae. Stigmata duo. 


Obf, 


Squamae florum mafe. obtufiores quam foemin. 


This plant is fo very diftin6t in itfelf, and is fo well diflinguiflied 

by 
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by all authors, that there is no heceflity of adding to the general 
mafs of defcription. 

He who would wifli to perufe good defcrlptions of it, would do 
w^ell to confult Mr. Lightfoot's Flora Scoiica, and Mr. Leers's Flora 
Herbornenjis —a book which pught to be in the hands of every 
botanift who wifhes to enter into a practical ftudy of his fubjecft. 

Leers gives 

the plant in both a young.and mature ftatc, together with all the 
parts of fn.i6l;lfication.— Michelius's figures in general are to be de- 

I # ^ 

pended’upbn—but he is not faultlefs in his adapting of fynonyms: 
he quotes Mor, figure 22, which is the male dioica, to this plant. 


The figure in Morifon is extremely charaifleriftic. 


3 


CAREX PAUCIFLORA. 


C. fpica fimplici andrngyna, floribus fcemineis fubternis remotiuf- 

culis patcntibus; mafculo fub-unico terminal!. Lightfooi, FI. 


Scot, 543 


tab. vi. f. 2. 


C.' patula. Hudf. FL Ang, 402. Withering^ p. 1027. 


Habitat in ericetis montofis. 




I have never had an opportunity of cultivating this fpecies, or 
of feeing it alive, or even in a frefh Rate. 

Mr. Hudfon «nd Mr. Lightfoot have both defcribed this plant. 
Their defcrlptions, although they differ in their mention of the 
number of the flowers, yet agree very well in fetting forth the ge¬ 
neral habit of the plant> and the fituation of the male and female 

flowers. 

Mr. Lightfoot has given an excellent figure. As his publication 
was prior to Mr. Hudfon Sy and as his name is more exprefllve (and 
that is no flight object), I am an advocate for reftoring the name 

fauciflora. 


I take 


Trj4 Goodenough’j Obfsrvaitons 

I take the following defcription from fpecimens in Sir Jofepb 
Banks^s herbarium, tranfmitted by Mr. Lightfooi, Mr. Lighifoot 
favoured me alfo with feveral fpecimens, which entirely accord with 
Sir Jofeph’s, 

Radix - 

Folia ere(Sla, glabra, triquetra, culmo breviora. 

Culmus 3-5 uncialis, praeterquam ad bafin nudus, triqueter, glaber. 

Spica androgyna, fimplex, laxa, fioribus circiter quinque, quorum ill? 
timus mafculus. Squamse elongatae, lanceolatae, acutae, longi- 
tudine capfularum. 

Styli tres. An hoc Temper ? 

4. CAREX STELLULATA. 

C. fpiculis fub-ternis remotis, capfulis divefgentibus acutis, ore 
integro. Buddie Hort, Sic, p. 32. Uvedale Herb, Ray, vol. I a, 
p. 68. n. I. 

• • 

Carex fpicis ternis echinatis, glumis lanceolatis, capfulae mucrone 

fimplifci. Haller Hiji, 1366.— Rail Synopf, 424. n. 12. 

Gramen cyperoides echinatum minimum; Park, 1272. Morif, HiJi, 

Ox, III. 344. f. 8. t. 12. f. 26.— Leers, t. . 14. f. 8. opt, — Scheuch%er 

485. t. II. f. 3. 

Carex muricata. Hudf, FI, j^ngl, 406. FI, Scot, 549. FI, Dan, 284. 

With, 1034. 



Habitat in paluftribus. Maio, Junio. 

Radix fibrofa, perennis. Folia pallide viridia, erecliufcula patula, 
ad margines carinafque, prsecipue apicem verfus afpera, angufta. 
Culmus fub inflorefcentiS, circiter 3-uncialis eredtus foliis duplo 

^ brevior, 
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brevior, tnqueter,angulis obtufiiifculis obfolete afpcriufculisjmox pc- 
dalis & foliis longior. Spica compofita androgyna, fpiculis fub-ter- 
nis, remotis, ovatis, feflilibus: ad fpiculam inferiorem facpius brac- 

tea, bafi ovata, in foliolnm fetaceum culmo brcvius definens; ad 
casteras oblonga eft, membranacea, fnfca, aphylla. Flores inferiorcs 
mafculi laxins imbricati, fuperiores focminei plures. Squamcc ovatx, 
acutx, fufcac, margine membranaceo albo, nervo dorlali lato viridi, 
capfula matura breviores. Capfula oblonga acuminata, hinc plana, 

illinc convexiufcula, divergens, apice acuto fub-indi\dfo. Filamenia 
tria, antheris linearibus flavis. Stylus ftigmatibus duobus. 

This little plant is well known to every botanift. It ftands in 
competition with none of its fraternity, and therefore cannot be 
miftaken. 

It varies in height from three to ten inches, according to its 
foil and fituation. On the Brccknockihire hills I have found it 
above a foot high. 

A floral leaf fometimes, but by no means conftantly, fubtends 

the loweft fpicula. 

It is well obferved by Haller^ that this fpecies differs from murU 
catiij by having the point of the capfule acute, and not bifid. 

% 

5. CARE X CURT A. 

4 

C. fpiculis fub fenis ovatis remotiufculis nudis, fquamis ovatis acu- 

tiufculis capfula brevioribus. 

Gramen cyperoides fpicis curtis divulfis. Loefel, Prujf, p. 117. 

. t. 32. 

C. elongata. Leers, p. 200. t. 14. f. 7. 

C. canefeens, Light foot, FI. Scot. p. 550. 

C. brizoides, Hudf. FI. Angl. p. 406, 

C. cinerea, Withering, p. 1033. 

VoL. II, - 


u 


Habitat, 
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Habitat, fed rarius, in paluftribus & aquofis. Junio 


Radix fub-repens, perennis. Folia pallida fub-glauca, ad mar- 
gines carinamque afpera, ere6la angufta. Culmus pedalis aut 
paulo altior, foliis paulb longior, erectus, triqueter, angulis acutis 
afperiufculis. Spica compofita androgyna, fpiculis fex & ultra, ere6lis 
ovatis feffilibus alternis; ad fpiculam inferiorem bra^lea, fed rarius, 
foliacei fetacea, ad cjEteras ovata alba tenera membranacea. 
Squama albae membranaceo-fericcae, ovatae, acutas, concaviE, nervo 
dorfali viridi, capfula paiilo breviores. Flores inferiores mafciili. 


CapfuL 


hinc plana, illinc convexiufcula, fub lente 


punftulatiflima, margiiiibus integris, ore indivifo. Filamenta 
antheris linearibus flavis. Stylus ftigmatibus duobus. 




That this Carex fhould have occafioned fome dilhciilty is not to 
be wondered at, when Linnaus himfelf feems to have forgotten his 
own original determination upon the matter. In Sir Jofeph Banks^s 
herbarium there is a Carex named brizoides^ which anfwers entirely 
to the Linnean defeription ; Spied compofita disticha nudd^ fpiculis 
atidrogynis oblongis contiguis, culmo nudof in the Sp, Plant. 
p. 1381; to the fynonym of Haller; and to the figure of Michelius, 
t. 33. f. 17. there quoted. 


In the Linnean herbarium, the plant I am 


fpeaking of 


named brizoides by Linnaus himfelf, and it accords with the 
fynonyms of Ray and Morifon quoted in the Sp. PL under brizoides. 
Still, however, as the figure of Michelius is a more pointed autho¬ 
rity than the verbal deferiptions of the authors juft mentioned, I 
cannot but think that the plant in Sir yofeph's herbarium is what 


was originally deferibed and intended for brizoides 

fiiall beg leave to accept it as fuch, and name this an 
events, it cannot anfwrr tn 


ordingly I 
For. af- all 


7 


the defeription of Linnausy for the fpike 


IS 
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fs never diftich, the fplculse are never oblong or contiguous. Hence 
has arifen frequent error: Mr. Lightfoot^ amongft the reft, rejc£lcil 
the idea of this being brhoides^ and called it canefcens. 

But the C. canefcens of Linnaus is fimilar in fliape to curia; fo 
much fo, that the figure in Loefel is as applicable alinoft: to the one 
as the other: but when they are brought together, the wideft dif¬ 
ference prefents itfclf. The curia is fmaller in all its parts ; then 
the fquamae are filvery, and very tender: in the canefcens they arc 
membranaceous and hard, as in the reft: of the genus, and are brown 
with a white edge, which gives it a real hoary appearance. \Vc 
may gather from this circumftance, how neceflary coloured figures 
are to mark the nicety of diftin6tion rcquifite to afcertain fomc 
fpecies in natural hiftory. It is true, it makes the ftudy very ex- 
penfive; but it muft: be allowed, that unlefs very accurate de- 
fcriptions accompany the uncolourcd print, a difficulty of afcertain- 

ment may after all fiibfift. 

The capfulesj together with the fquama of this fpecies, are very 
early deciduous: I know not any Carex in which this impoverifli- 
nient takes place fo early, except in C. Jlritia. The whitenefs and 
tendernefs of the fquamae in this fpecies are ftriking circumftances. 
Thefe qualities are not to be found in any other. The root, though 
it cannot be called dire6lly creeping, has a tendency to increafe 
itfelf fomething iri that way. The hrizoides of Sir Jofeph Banks's 
herbarium has evidently a creeping root. As it is the only fpe- 
cimen that I have ever feen, I will beg leave to fubjoin a defcrip- 

tion of it. 

Radix repent, perennis. Folia pallide virefcentia, tenuia, culmo lon- 
giora, ad margines carinamque afpera, inferiora (uti fsepius accidit) 
breviora, & culmi Hafin obveftientia. Culmus triqueter, angulis acu- 


afperis, eredus, nudus 



ndrogy 


Spiculaj circiter fep 


tern, teretes f. oblongiufculx, fub-diftichse, approximate;, faepiui 

U 2 contiguae 


148 


Dr. Goodenough’j Ohfervaiiont 


contigU3E. Flores infcriores mafculL Squamce oblongas, acuta?, pallidar, 
nervo doiTali viridi, tenei iufculs, margine albo tenerrimo, caplulas 
fub-aequantes. Cupfula oblongac, acutse, glabra?, marginibus ierru- 
latis, fub-triquetras, bine plana?j ore divilo. Filamenta 
ftiematibus duobus. 

O • 


tria —Styh 


As I take it for granted that C. curia is not the brizoiJes of Lin 

not exprelfiv 


nacus, and as the names of fiibfequent authors are n 
of its diftinflion, I have reftored Loefel'i name, curia, 
plies this figure of Loefel to his canefeem^ but, I have always thought 


Linnccus 


ap 


hout fufficient 


ity 


and I 


am 


happy 


in 


bein 


g counte 


idea, by our worthy Prefident’s remark 


of the Flora Lapp 


See n. 332 


The true C. brizoides is very properly deferibed by Schreber^ in hia 
Sp idle glum FI, Lipf, p. 63. n. 675, 


6 . 


CAREX OVA LIS. 


C. fpiculis fub-fenis ovalibus approximatis alternis, fquamis lanceo 


latis capfulam squantibus. Buddie^ Hori, S/c, p. 31. n. 2. Pet, 
Hori. Sic. vol. i. p. 163. n. 2. 

Gramen cyperoides majus fpica divulfa. Morif, Hiji, Ox, III, 244, 

f. 8,. t. 12. f. 29. 

Gramen cyperoides 

Scheuebzer^ 456. t 



e pluribus 



mollibus compofita 


15 


C, leporina. FI, Angl, p. 404. FI, Scoi, 547 * Pollkh^ n. 874. cuius 


deferiptio bona. Leers^ 199. t. 14. f. 6. quoad fc 


fciliceiy 


filum Jiorum mafe, & fi 


Wiibering.^ 1029 


Habitat in paluftribus & pratis humidis. Junio. 


Radix fibrofa, perennis. Folia faturate viridia, ad oras carinafque 
afperiufcula, angufl:a,culmum fub-3equantia. Culmus eredtus, pedalis 

tri- 
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triqueter, angulis aciitis, afperinfcnlis. Spica androgyna compofita, 

fpiculis fubfenis approximatis alternis iub-ovalibus. Ad bafin i'pi- 
culas inferioris bra^iidea bafi ovata in I'ctam fpicnlae fuar longitudine 
definens, ad cxteras bra£lea oblonga eft & aphylla. Flores infe- 
riores mal'culi pauciores, caeteri pliires foerninei. Squama ovato- 
lanceolata?, acutx, capfiilani aeqnantes, fnfca?, margine albo, nervo 
dorfali viridi. Capfuia oblongse aciiminatae, bine plans, illinc con- 
vexiulculae, ere6ts, ore integro. FiUimentd ut in caeteris — Stylus ftig- 
matibus diiobus. 

It has been lately difeovered, that we have all along been mif- 
taken in this very common plant. The error perhaps refts with 
Linnaus himfelf, who joined the plant, he originally named leporina, 
with this we arc now treating of. The miftake took place even 
fo early as the publication of FI. lapponica^ as-appears from his quot¬ 
ing Morifojis figures. The original leporinay now preLerved in Dr. 
SmitFs (the Linnean) herbarium has only three Ipikelets, is a 

plant much fmaller, and differs in many refpetfts. 

C. ovalis is diftinguiftiable in all its ftages from others by the 
number of the fpiculx, the acutenels of the fquamae, and the fitua- 
tion of the male and female flowers. In this the male flowers are 
at the bafe of the fpikes, and few in number ; the female ones nu¬ 
merous, and terminal. 

Leers defcril:>es his kporina as having the terminal florets male, 
and the inferior female. Although therefore his figure is a very 
exact leprefentation in other particulars, tlie fituation of the male 

and female flowers muft not be taken from his defeription. 




7. CAREX 
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7. C A R E' X R E M O T A. 

C. fplculis axlllaiibus folitariis remotis fubfeflilibus, foliolis longifli- 

mis, capfnlis apice indivifis. Buddie^ Hart, Sic. p. 31. n. 5. 
Carex anguftifolia, caule triquetro, capitulis pulchellis ftrigofioribus 

compa( 5 lis, inter fe diflantibus, &c in foliorum alis I'eflllibus. 

Mich, Gen, 70. t. 33. f. i;, 16. 

Gramen cyperoides angiiftifolium fpicis parvis feflilibus in foliorum 

alis. Morif. Hiji. Ox, III. 243. f. 8. t. 12. f. 17. Leers^ t. 15. 
f. I. FI, Cantab, n. 683. FI. Angl. 407. JFlthcringy 1035, 
Pollich^ n. 878. FI. Scot, 549. Fi, Dan, 370. 

Habitat in fylvis humidis, & ad ripas udas foITarum. Maio, Junio. 

Radix perennis, fibrofa. Folia radicalia anguftiffima com- 
preffa, marginibus omnino, at folum apicem verfus carina afpera, 

culmo fub tempore inflorefcentiaslongiora — CauJina, qiise & bradteas 

dicantur, ad bafin fpicularum fita (fcilicet ad omnem fpicam unicum 
felTile anguftilTimum^ duo infima culmum fere femper cactera ali- 
quando luperant, carina marginibufque afpera. Culrnus tenuis, de- 
bilis, ere^tus, triqueter, angulis acutis fuperne afperis, infra bractcam. 
inferiorem glabris. Spica compofita androgyna, fpiculis circiter 10 , 
ovatis axillaribus folitariis remotis fubfefTilibus — Flores mafculi in- 
feriorcs. Squamce ovatiE, acutae, fufcefcentes, membranaceac, nervo 
dorfali viridi. Capfultv ovatae, acutae, hinc planar, illinc convexiufcular, 
lateribus apicem verfus ferrulatis, apice indivifo. Filamenta 6c antherce 
ut in CGEteris. Stylus ftigmatibus duobus. 

There is no difficulty in determining this fpccies—There is only 
one in the whole family which has any affinity to it, viz. C. axiU 
laris; but that is readily diftinguiihed by having three or more 
fpikelets at the bafe of each bradteaceous leaf. 


8. CAREX 
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8 . CAREX AXILLARIS. Tab. 19./^. i. 

C. fpiculis axillaribus, fubternatis, remotis, feffilibus, foliolis longis, 

capfulis apice clivifis. 

Praecedentis (remotae) infjgnis varietas, fi non fpecies diftinfta. 
Buddie, Hort, Sic. p. 31. n, 6.. 

Habitat prope Putney—Dom, Curtis, inter raiiorcs. Maio, 

Junio. 

Radix perennis, fibrofa— Folia radicalia angufta, comprefla, margin 
nibus omnino, carina circiter dimidiam partem afperis, culirio 
etiam fub inflorefeentia brevioribus: Caulina, quae &’bra«Slc3E dican- 
tur, ad bafin I'picularum fital’unt, fcilicet ad omnem Ipicularum ag- 
gregationem unicum, feflile, quorum infimum culmo longius, cae- 
tera breviora; omnia marginibus carinaque al'perrima. Culmus erec- 
'tus, firmus, ftridus, triqueter, angulis-acutis, etiam infra bra6leam 
inferiorem afperrimis, i—fere 3-pedalis. Spica androgyna interrupta, 

fpiculis axillaribus, inferioribus fub-ternis, quandoque quaternis> 
quinis, ad bafm foliorum caulinorum f. bra6learum, oblongae, felTilcs, 
aggregatas—Flores inferiores mafeuli— Squamie ovatae, acutae, fufeef- 
centes, membranaceae, nervo dorfali viridi, caplulam fub-sequantes. 
Capfulce ovatae, acutae, hinc plan^, illinc convexiufculae, lateribus 
apicem verfus ferrulatis, apice divifo. Filamenia ut in^ caeteris. 

Stylus ftigmatibus duobus. 

The great difference between this and remoia, to which it feems 
moft allied, is, that axillaris has a ftrong and rigid culm, remoia a 
foft, thin, and weak one. Jxillaris has its fpiculae in the bafe of 
the leaves by threes, fometimes by fives, particularly the lowermoff. 

The 
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The remota, never has more than one fpikelet at the bafe of each 
leaf. Remola has its capfules entire at the apex — Axillaris bifid. 

Linmeus, in bis Sp. PI. feems to have defcribed C. remota twice over, 
under the names of axillaris and remota. Whether he had feen this 
fpecies, or whether he defcribed remota twice through mere inad¬ 
vertence, I know not. No perfon, I believe, has noticed this fpe¬ 
cies, except Mr. Buddie., who very properly queflions the propriety 

of its being clalTed with remota. 

I am indebted to my very intelligent friend Mr. Curtis for roots 

who firfl found it near Putney, 

9. CAREX INC UR V A. 

C. fpica conica.fpiculis plurimis congeftis feffilibus compofita, in- 

volucro nnllo, culmo incurvo. Lightjoot Flora Scot. p. 544. 
pi. 24. FI. Dan. 432. 

Carex juncifolia. A'lioni FI. Pedemont. 2296. t. 92. f. 4. 

Having never had the good fortune of feeing this plant growing, 

and having only imperfeiR fpecimens of it, I muft refer to Mr. 
LightfooPs delcription and figure. Mr. Lightfoods figure reprefents 
the plant in flower: in its feeding ftate it lofes fomething of its 
conic form, and becomes obtufe. The capfules are fomewhat 

oblong and acute, and a little longer than the fquamae, which are 
ovate, and fomewhat acute. 

When honoured with permifTion to confult her Ma/ejlys herba¬ 
rium, 1 law Mr. Lig/jtfoods original fpecimen. Fearful of doing 
any injury by handling it, I foibore taking a minute defciiption 
of it. It ranks next to C, arenaria, from which it is fufficiently 
diftimSt, by its conic and compact fpike. 


of this plant, 
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10. CAREX ARENARIA. 


Spica folios^ oblonga.acutiufcula, fpiculis plurimis ; terminalibus 

mafculis; inferioribus fcemineis, culmo incurvo. Buddie, Hort, 
Sic, p. 31. n. 7. Afich. Gen, p. 67. n. I & 2. f. 3. quoad 
figuram fpica^y & f. 4. 

Carex arenaria. Beers,, t. 14. f. 2. FI, Suec, n. 835. FL AngL p. 404. 
FI, Scot, 545. Withering, 1029. 


Habitat in arenofis maritimis. Junio. 

Radix valde rcpens, crafTa, ramis divaricatis. Folia angufla, 
nigro-viridia, ad margines carinamque afperiufcula, variantia culmo 
breviora, longiora, Culmus incurvus, 4-12 uncialis, triqueter, an- 
gulis acutis fcabriufculis. Spica compofita fpiculis circiter 7-16 ob- 
longis, androgynis, furfum imbricatis, inferne remotiufculis, brae- 
teatis, bra( 5 leis foliaceis, inferioribus brevibus, in folium tcnuifll- 
mum definentibus; fuperioribus ovatis membranaceis fub-aphyllis. 
In omni fere fpicul^ flores terminales mafculi—Spiculae inferiores 
fub-foemineae, fuperiores fub-mafeulaj. Squamcc ovatae, acute, (longo 
faspius acumine), capfulas maturas acquantes. Capfula; ovatse, acu- 
minatae, hinc planx fulcatae, illinc carinate, apicem verfus utrin- 
que alatx f. margine membranaceo, ore bifido. Filamenta Sc anthera 
ut in exteris. Stylus ftigmatibus diiobus. 

Mr. LightfooPs defeription of this plant is very well drawn : but I 
have fpoken fufficiently of it under C, intermedia. It is not ufually 
found but in the vicinity of the fea-fhore, and there, for the moll 
part, in loofe fand. I have been told that it has been found in the 
inland parts of Germany, in fand, which evidently appears to be the 
fame as what we call fea-fand, and, perhaps, before the diluvian 

wreck of the world, had its place on the fea-fide, 

VoL. Ih X I have 
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I have* often brought roots of it into my garden, but they would 
never flourilh handfomely. They exift indeed, but fcarcely ever 
produce flowers, and (hew every token, of diftafte and difafFec- 


tion. 


deceived 


the 


I have fcarcely a doubt but that Mlckdlus was 
fpecimens fent him, and drew his figure t. 33. f. 3. (which is quoted 
under C. dijiicha of Mr. Hudfon) from an old dried fpecimen of C. 
arenaria^ as any one may judge who will compare the fpecimens of 
that plant, which he will find withering in the months of Augufl: 
and September. Had the culm been reprefented incurved, I could 
have had no doubt. Michdlus received his fpecimens. from London 
Jtnd Paris, 


II. CAREX INTERMEDIA. 


C. Spic^ oblonga obtus^, fpiculis plurimis; infimis terminalique 
fcemineis; intermediis mafculis, culmo ered:o.. Buddie^ HorU 

SiC m p. 3^* 4* 

C. arenaria. Leers^ t. 14. f. 2. 

C. difticha, FL AngL p. 403. FI, Scot, 546. Withering^ 1028. 

C. fpicata, Pollich, n. 875. 


Habitat in paluflribus. Junio. 

Radix valde repens, craflTiufcula, perennis— Folia faturate viri- 
dia, ere6la, ad margines carinamque afperiufcula, culmo faepe bre- 
viora. Culmus ere£lus, firmiufculus, triqueter, angulis acutis afperis, 
pedalis & ultra, nudus. Spica androgyna, compofita, fpiculis 8-20 
approximatis, furfum imbricatis, ovatis, circiter tribus infimis & 
terminal! fub-fcemineis, caeteris fub-mafculis—in foemineis fcilicet 
faepius flos unus aut alter mafculus, & in mafculis foemineus con- 
fpiciendus eft. Flores foeminei femper inferiores. Ad fpicam infe- 

riorcm 
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J'lorem bra6lea bafi ovata, fuperne in foliolum fetaceum longiufcu- 
lum definens—ad caeteras, bradtea ovata fub-aphylla. Squamx 
fufesE, ovatse, acutse, capfulas sequantes, nervo carinali coiicolore. 
Capfula oblonga, acuminata, ore divHb, hinc plana, illinc convcxiul- 
cula lateribus (oculo bene armato), membrana fub-lacera f. I'erm- 
lata marginatis. Filamenta & antherar ut in caeteris. Stylus fligma- 
»tibus duobus. 


The name diftkha (which 



no means 


efponds with its 


th) being applied to this plant, has occafioned its being 


known : Pol lie h 


the idea, and 


jp 


Mr 


Lyons obferves, that the fpike is vix dijiicha. As the leading cha- 
radler in this Carex is its having generally the intermediate Ipiculje 
almoft entirely male, I have ventured to apply a name which has 
immediate refpedl to this uncommon circumftance. ' 

The C, intermedia and arenaria approach lo nearly to each 
other, that I fcarcely know what to make of the deferiptions which 


fome authors have given of them 


I 


pprehend that they have 
: no dependance can be 


grow 


trufted too much to their place of growth: no 
placed on that matter. Although C, intermedia does 
fand, yet it is by no means unufual to find arenaria in meadows by 
the fea-fide. Mr. Lightfoot had not a corredf notion of intermedia 
(his dijiicha).^ for he fays it differs from C. arenaria by not having a 


eeping root, whereas in fadt no Cat 


more ftrongly endowed 


Leers 


ay 


no one can 


with this injurious quality. PoUich's defeription is not accurate, for 
he takes no notice of the female terminal fpikelet. 
accurate, rightly attends to this prominent feature 

miftake his figure. 

Some of the fpiculse in this fpecies, and in arenaria,, being purely 
male, and others female, would almoft juftify the claffmg of them 
amongft thofe fexu di/lindlas~-AiVit it is not conftant enough 


X 


rant 
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rant i'uch a ftep as that; befides, the habit is altogether that of the 
androgynous ones. For although Leers fays he found the inter¬ 
mediate fpikelets purely male, yet in almoft all of them two or 
three female flowers are to be feen at the bafe ; and thus in the fe¬ 
male fpicuIcE, male flowers from i —3 at the fummit. A few fpi- 
cuiae are truly androgynous. 

After all it mu ft be allowed, that intermedia and arenaria are very 
nearly allied. Notwithftanding the obfeurity thrown over thefe 
plants by the confufion arifing from wrong fynonyms and imper- 
fe6l deferiptions, yet there is chara6ler enough peculiar to each. 
In intermedia^ the root creeps deeply under ground, and in a very ir¬ 
regular manner. In arenaria^ it creeps juft below the furface, and 
while the main (hoot runs in a ftraight line, fide-ftioots ftrike off at 
right angles; it makes a beautiful appearance by this means, form¬ 
ing, with the ftioots it fends up, parterres^ &cc, which become at once 
its ornament and diftindlion. In intermedia the culm is eretft, in 
arenaria incurved. In intermedia^ the fpike (the terminal fpicula be- 

is obtufe ; in arenaria (many of the terminal fpiculae 
being almoft entirely male) it is acute. In intermedia^ the capfule has 


ing feminine) 


margin 


in arenaria 




marginated on each fide towards 


the apex with a broadifh membrane 


I have never met with the variety /3 of Mr. Hudfon. I have 


obferved indeed, occafionally, fome of the fpikes with very few fp 


culx: but I 


found any 



throwing up all its culms in 


general with fo few fpiculae as are reprefented in Plukenet 


fig 


Dr. Withering fuppofes this figure to be a reprefentation of Mr. 
Hudfon^ C. brizoides, 

Leyfer can fcarcely bf fuppofed to know Mr. Hudfon s C. difticha; 
for he fays, Nulla Jaudabilis figura hujus Car ids quantum novi extat^ 


Morif. Hift. 3. f. 8 

F/. HaU C, dijlkha 


f. 32. illi quodammodo See Leyfe 


But 





But Leers's figure is mod excellent, which work he quotes. See 
Carex acuta^ FI. HaL n. 959. 


12. CAREX D I VIS A. Tab. 19./^. 2. 

Spica ovata fub-clecompofit^ foliolo ere6lo indru6la, fpiculis fub 
confertis, capfulis adpreflis, rad ice repenti. Buddie s Hort. Sic 
p. 31. n. 3. FL AngL p. 405.— Withering, p. 1033. 


Habitat in paluftribus maritimis. Maio, Junio. 

Radix valde repens, crafTa, perennis. Folia faturate viridia, ereiRa, 
ad margines carinafque afperiufcula, culmo longiora, angufta, apicem 
verfus tenuiflima. Culmus ereftus, debilis, pedalis & ultra, ad fpicam 
foliofus foliolo faepius longiflimo (variat autem & brevi, immobre- 
viflimo) tenui, ere£lo, triqucter angulis acutiflimis (variat etiam 
obtufiufculis) afperiufculis. , Spica compofita ed ubi nec raio dc- 
compofita, quippe ad bafin fpicas divifio fit, unde decompofitio 
oritur. Scilicet ramulus brevidimus, fi fas fit hoc nomine appcl- 
lare, fpiculas quafdarn ovatas confertas gerit. Sub omni fpicula 
bradlea fufca, oblonga, inferius lata, apice in fetam brevem definens, 
fubtenditur. Spiculae ovatae, fub-contigua;, ere6lsE, floribus termina- 
libus mafculis. Squamae fufeae, ovatae, acutidimae, capfuls longiores. 
Capfulce ovatae, acutae, hinc fub-cavac, illinc gibbas, aride imbricatae, 
fachi appredas, nec minime patentes, apicem verfus fub-membra-' 
naceo-marginatx. Filamenta ut in caeteris —Stylus digmatibus 
duobus; & iiidem, faepius prae maritos tardos exfpeclando, longi- • 

oribus. 


I have not ventured to adduce any fynonyms from Label, Gerard^ 
or Parkinfon. The fimilarity between this and muricata is in fome 
dages of growth and dtuations too clofe to be kept apart by fuch 
rude figures. 
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• This plant varies very much— fometimes the culm is triquetrous 
with very (harp angles, fometimes it is rather blunt; fometimes the 
ere6l floral leaf is extremely fliort, fometimes it is extended to a 
great length: but the root is always very thick and creeping; the 
leaves very narrow and ereiSt; the culm very thin, and has the 
habit of a Scirpus »—The fpike has its fpikelets fub-contiguous, 
often crowded ; and the caplules are clofely imbricated, and rather 
turning inward, not at all fpreading or opening. 

The male flowers, which in this fpecies terminate the fpikelets, 
appear very late, which often occafions a confiderable elongation of 
the ftyles waiting for their impregnation. Perhaps this circum- 

ftance might be urged as a collateral proof of the truth of the 
fexual fyftem. 

13. CAREX MURICATA. 

Spica oblonga fub-decompofita, fpiculis diftimRis, capfulis diver- 
gentibus ore fiflb, radice fibrosa. Buddie^ Hort, Sic, p. 32. n. 3. 
P ether. Hort, Sic, vol. i. p. 166. n. 4. 

Gramen fylvaticum tenuifolium rigidiufculum. Morif, Hijl, Ox, III. 

f. 8. t. 12. f. 27. 

Gramen cyperoides minus'fpicis minoribus minufque compa6lis. 

t. II. f. 5. 

Carex nemorofa, fibrosa radice, anguftifolia, minimi caule exqui- 

fite triangulari, fpica brevi interrupts. Michel, p. 69. t. 33, 
f. R, and fig. 14. PI, Suecica^ n. 839. 

C. fpicata. Plo, Angl, 405. Withering 1032. Flora Scot, 548. 

Habitat in fylvis & pratis humidis. Maio, Junio. 

Radix fibrofa, perennis. Folia amoene viridia, angufta, ad oras 
c^inafque afpera, culmo longiora. Culmus pedalis & ultra, 

. triqueter, 


Scheuebzer^ 488. 
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triqueter, angulis acutis afperis. Spica androgyna, compofita, faipc 

decompofita: fpiculae circiter decem, inferne remotae, Cuperne con- 

tiguas, ovatae, fefliles, apice mafculae, bradeatce bradlea bafi fub- 

ovata, fuperne in foliolum fetaceum hifpidum defiiienti—haec 

bradlea ad inferiores fpiculam fuam longe fuperat—Squamse ovatae, 

acutac, capfuU breviqres, fufca;, margine membraiiaceo albo, nervo 

dorfali viridi. Capfnlce ovatae, acutae, hinc planac, illinc convexaa, 

glabrse, ad margines fuperne hifpidiufculae, fub-divergentes, ore 

bifido. Filamenta ut in plerifque. Stylus ftigmatibus duobus. 

« 

The Linnean herbarium countenances my differing from the 
authors of our country in the naming of this plant C. muricata -; 
for it (lands there fo infcribed by Linnaus himfelf. Indeed the little 
plant which is ufually called muricata, by no means juftifies the accu¬ 
racy of appellation for which Linnceus was fo remarkable. On the 

contrary, this plant fully correfponds with the appearance which 
might be expected from that name. 

I am very fully perfuaded that Linnausy and after him the Swedifh 
botanifls, confounded the two plants. This appears pretty evident 
from the figures quoted by Linna:us; and it is but fair to imagine 
that they thought it varied from foil and fituation. Haller^ in his 
hiftory, n. 1366, fays he received Mr. Hudfons muricata from Sweden 
under the name muricata. This circumftance, and Linnceui% nam'- 
ing this plant of which I am now fpeaking muricata alfo, confirm 
me in my idea. 

C. muricata differs from vulpina^ by never having its fpike fupra- 
decompofite, nor the culm enlarged beneath the fpike. It differs 
from C. divifa of Mr. Hudfon, by its fibrous root, and by having its 
capfules diverging, and no eredl leaf under the fpike. It differs . 

by its numerous and 

fules divided at the fummit. 


from Jiellulata’i 


contiguous fpiculae, and its cap- - 


Var.. 
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Var. / 3 . There is a variety rather flenderer in its form, with its 
fpike rarely decompound— The culm is not fo rough on its angles, 
and towards the bafe it is ronndilh, infomuch that many have taken 
it for divifa of Hudf. inclined fo to do by his fpecific defcription, 
.and by Parkinfon s iynonym, Michelius^ t. 35. f. 12, Scheuchzer, 

t. II. f. 5. are rather reprefentations of this variety. A plant of 
.it is prefervcd in vol. 12. of Uvedalds Herb, Rayanum^ p. 72. n. 2. 

14. C A R E X D I V U L S A. 

Spic^ decompofita clongata bafi fub-ramosa, fpiculis inferioribus 

remotis j fummis contiguis, capfulis fub-eredlis. Buddie^ Hart, Sic, 
p. 32. n. 4. Pet, Hort. Sic, p. 166. n. 2. and p. 167. n. i, 

Carex nemorofa, fibrof^ radice, caule exquifitc triangulari, fpica 

longa divulsa feu interrupt^, capitulis folitariis, praeterquam 
ultimo. Mic/j, Gen, 6 g, t. 33. f. 10. IViikering^ IO35. 

C. canefcens, FI, Ang, 403. 

Habitat in nemorofis humidis. Maio, Junio, Julio. 

Radix perennis, fibrofa. Folia faturate viridia, fubangufta, caring 

inarginibufque afperis, culmo longiora. Culmus pedalis, fefqui- 
pedalis, dcbilis, fub-reclinatus, triqueter, angulis acutis afperiuf- 

yna— 

Spiculae inferiores remotae, plurimae, ovatae, fefliles, brafteis fetaceis 
hifpidis; fuperiores contiguae floribus mafculis terminalibus. Squamae 
membranaccce, albae, ovatse, muerdnatse, nervo dorfali viridi qui in 
mucronem exit, capfulis longiores. CapJuJa ovata, acuta, hinc plana, 
illiuc convexiufcula, ere6tiufcula, ore bifido. Stamina tria. Stylus 
brevis, ftigmatibus duobus. 


culis. 


Spied interrupta, elongata, bafi fub-ramofa 




androg 


I 


The 
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The figure of Michellus is too accurately drawn to admit of any doubt 
in the application of it: neither would this plant have ever come 
into difpute, had not Loefer% figure t. 32, been adduced to reprefent 
it. How that miftake arofe I know not—It feems to have origi¬ 
nated with Mr. Ray* himfelf. See Ray Syn. p. 424. LoefePs figure 

aptly enough reprefents Linnaus'^s C. canefeens and Hudfon\ brizoides^ 

# 

particularly the latter, for the outline of both is nearly the fame: 
but it has nothing to do with C. divulfa. 

Carex dlvulfa has a weakilh reclining culm, a long interrupted 
fpike, with one or two branches at the bafe; the fpikelets are re¬ 
mote; and the capfules, though (landing loofe and a little fpread- 
ing, yet are not diverging. This laft circumftance is worth attend¬ 
ing to, as it keeps it diftin^^ from thin ftarved fpecimens of Carex 
vulpina^ as figured by Leers^ t. 14. f. 3. 


15. CAREX VULPINA. 

C. fpici fupra-decompofit^ coar£lato-ramosi obtus^, fpiculis fupernc 
mafeulis, capfulis divergentibus,culmi angulis ao«ti(Iimis. Buddie 
Hort, Sic. p. 32. n. i. 


Carex paluftris major, radice fibros'^, caule exquifite triangulari, 
fpicabrevi habitiori compadla. Mich. Gen. 69. t. 33. f. 13.', 

Gramen cyperoides paluftre majus. Park. 1266. Morif. Hi/l, Oxon, 
III. 244. f. 8. t. 12. f. 24. 

Leer'S^ t. 14. f. 5. IVith. 1030, where fee an account of the feveral 

varieties of this fpecies. FI. Dan. t. 308. Polftch. n. 876. FL 

Suecica^ n. 838. FI. Angl. p. 404. 


♦ Mr. was in general fo very accurate that it may be queftioned whether later ^ 
writers have not miftaken him. LoefePs figure is fo plain and charafteriftic, that it may 
be doubted whether Rafs fynofym docs not a£tually relate to Loefel^ that is, to our 
C. curta. 
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Habitat paffim in paluftribus, & ad ripas foflarum & fluviorum. 

Maio. 

Radix fibrofa, perennis. Folia faturate vlridia, latiufcula, ad oras 
carinafqne al'pera, cuJmum fuperantia. Culmus ere6lus, firmus, rachi 
fpicae multo au^tior, pedalis, bipedalis, triqueter, lateribus fub-exca- 
vatis, & inde angulis acutiirimis, afperis. Spica androgyna, fupra- 
decompofita, coar< 5 lato-ramofa, oblonga, obtufa, ramis diftanti- 
bns rigiJis. Ad bafin omnis rami, bra6tea baft ovata, fuperne in 
foliolum letaceum hifpidum deftnens—Spiculse fefftles, ovato-ro- 
tundse, fuperne mafculas—Squamx ovata:, acuminatas, fufcae, mem- 
bran acese, nervo dorfali viridi, capfulis paulo longiores. Capfulct 
oblongae, acuminata:, bine planae, illinc convexiufcula:, divergentes, 
ore bifido. Filamcnta tria, antheris linearibus flavis. Stylus ftigma- 
tibus duobus. 

Of this well-known fpecies no doubt can be entertained.—The 
ftoutnefs of its culm, the clofenefs and rigid nature of the fpike, and 
its fupradecomp^fttion, mark it very ftrongly. Dr. IVithering notes 
feveral varieties, but they all fall under the general defeription which 
I have given above. To diftinguitli it Hill more nicely from fome 
of its affinities, obferve — i. That the fpike is furnillied with many 
bradtex ending in a fetaceous leaf, and that the culm is moft 
ffiarply triangular, and the ftdes are hollowed, or ftnk in. — Then 
the capfules are divaricated. Moreover, the culm is enlarged be¬ 
low the fpike, and feems fuddenly contracted when it meets the 
rachis of the fpike. Hence it feems to be very different from muri-> 
cata^ to which it is moff nearly allied; and alfo from teretiufeulay 
which has its culm fomewhat roundifh. 

heers fig. t, 14. f. 3. is a variety of this plant, and not Car ex dU 
^oulju’i as is evident from the diverging of tlje capfules. 

0 


16. CAREX 
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16. 


CAREX 


TERETIUSGULA. Tab. 19. fg, 3. 


Spica fupra-decompofita coarcRato-ramos^ acutiufcuU, fpiculis glo- 

meratis fuperne mal'culis, capfulis patentibus, culmo teretiuf- 
culo. 


Habitat jn paluftribus prope Norwich. Dorn, Crowe, Maio, 


Radix fibrofa, perennis. Folia viridia, eredla, rigidiufcula, cul- 


mi fere dimidi urn vaginantia 


vagina 


fuper^ hinc membranace 4 * 


tranfverfim rugofa, bafi extus convexa, intus canaliculata, fu^>ern^ 
carinata ut in caeteris accidit, oris carinaque afpera, culmo florifero 
longiora—Folium fuperum cseteris longius evadit.— Culmus florifer 

foliis f brevior, triqueter angulis acutis afperis, inter angulos 
autem quafi torus longitudinalis prominulus, adeb ut culmus tere- 
tiufculus vifus eft. Culmus tandem pedalis, fefquipedalis evadit. 

■Spica androgyna, terminalis, ovato-oblonga, acutiufcula, fupra- 
decompofita, bradle^ infima breviflima, bafi dilatata^ utrinqiie mcm- 
branacea fufca, margine ipfo albo, in fetam.definenti fpicula fu4 
breviori. Spiculse firfipiculellse ovatae, acutx, feffiles—Flores mafculi 
fuperiores, plurcs; foeminei inferiores, circiter fex — Squamse fufcac 
margine albo membranaceae, nervo dorfali viridi abbreviato, ovatae, 


acut2c.— Capfiilce ovatac, acutae, hinc planiulculae, illinc convexae, 
gibbae, marginibus ferrato-hifpidis, patentes—Maturae fquama Tub- 


T 


tens 4 
mat a duo. 


longiores. Filamenta tria, antheris linearibus flavis. 


Stig- 


I underftand that Mr. Crowe of Norwich is the difcoverer of this 


plant 


It comes very near C. paniculatay but it 


riy 


fmall in all its parts 


Y 2 


As 
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As far as cultivating it three years will enable me to fpeak, I 
will beg leave to ftate a difference. Its fpike is never in the 
lead panicled, but always clofe: its feeds are remarkably gibbous 

on one fide, which is not obfervable in panlculata: its culm is not 
triangular, like that of panlculata^ but, owing to a prominent line 

running down the planes of the fides, roundifh—not but that it 
always retains fomewhat of a triangular form, with its angles rough. 
Its leaves are ere6l, and ufually incurved —Panlculata lias them al¬ 
ways-fpreading. It differs in ceconomy alfo, not forming thofe 
large tufts of grafs for which panlculata is fo remarkable. 

It has no affinity to vulplna^ for its capfules are never diverging, 
nor its culm enlarged beneath the rachis of the fpike. 

As the round appearance of the culm is an obvious mark of 
diftin6lion, I reft the fpecific difference principally upon that cir- 
cumftancc. . The gibbofity of the capfule alfo is very conftant. • 
Mr. Curtis favoured me with roots of this plant. 
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CAREX PANIGULATA. 


C. fpic 4 fupra-decompofita pankulato>ramos 4 acuta; ramls alternis 
remotiufculis, capfulis patentibus, culmo triquetro. Buddie Hort. 


Sic. p. 

rieties ? 


31. n. I. 


Pet. Hart. Sic. Vol. I. p. 163. n. i. both va 


Cyperus alpinus longus inodorus, panicula ferruginea minus fparsa. 

Scheuchzer 499. prod. t. 8, 

Carex fadice repenti cade exquifite triangular! fpica multiplici 
ferruginea &fufca. Mich. Gen. 68. t. 33. f. 7. 

Gramen cyperoides paluftre elatius fpica longiore laxfl. Morlf. Hljl. 

Oxon. III. 244. f. 8. t. 12. f. 23. Sp. Plant, p. 1383. Leersy 

t, 14, f. 4. Polhcb. n. 882. FI, Angl. 403, Withering 1036, 


4 
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Habitat in paluftribus putridis & aquofis. 

Virginia Water^ 

Radix fibrofa, perennis. Folia viridia, ad eras 


Junio. 


afpe 

ora. 


culmo 


carinafque valde 
fub-aneufta, canaliculata, exteriora brevi- 


Culmus pedalis, 2-pedalis & ultra, inferne foliis obfitus 


tus, flri6lus, triqueter, angulis acutioribus afp 


Spica fupra-de 


compofita, paniculato-ramofa, androgy 


Ad bafin cujufq 


muli, braftea ovata in mucronem elongatum nonnunquam in fetam 
definens, fulva, membranacea, margine albo. Ad omnem etiam 


fpiculam 

congeftse 


unica ejufdem formae. Spiculx inferas remotaz, fuperae 
ovatae, omnes felTiles, floribus inferioribus, circiter qna- 
tuor foemineis, fuperioribus pluribus malculis—Squamx ovatae, 
concavae, acutae, membranaceae, fufeae, margine albac, carinatac, ca- 

o-hifpid^, nervo dorfali viridi, capfularum fere longitudine. 
vatas, acutse, lax®, patentes, hinc plan®, illinc convexae, 
ad marlines ferrulatae, acuminatae, ore bifido. Filamenta tria, an- 


Capfulce 


theris iinearibus flavis. Stylus brevis, ftigmatibus duobus 


The lax branchy difpofytion of the fpike is a fnfficient mark of 
diferimination in this fpecies. As the term racetnus compojitusy 
though fcientifically exa6f, and applicable to this fpecies, feldom 
occurs in the Linnean defeription, I have changed it for one of a 
more general and popular nature, fpka paniculato-ramofa. 

The branches are alternate, and fomewhat diflant from each 
other.—The capfules in this fpecies are fometimes fomewhat di¬ 
verging, and of the fame length as the fquama which guards them, 
—The whole fpike is triquetrous, oblong, and acute at its firft 

openi n g. 

, This Carex is admirably well qualified for planting in loofe 

boggy 
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'bo::gy ground ; its immenfe tufts forming firm fupport for the 
heavieft bodies. 

The Var. (2 of Withering^ upon being cultivated in a rich wet 
foil, formed its fpike as branching as Var. a. 

i8. CAREX DIGIT AT A. 

C. bra£leis membranaceis fub-aphyllis vaginantibus dimidiatis, fpi- 
cis linearibus ere£lis •; mafcula breviori, capfulis diftantibus. 
Gramen caryophyllatum polycarpon frudlu triangulo. Loef, Pruf, 

p. 112. t. 27. 

Giamen caryophyllatum mcmtanum fpica varia, Baubin, Prodr, 

p. 9. Scheucbzer^ p. 448. t. 10. f. 14. 

Cyperoidcs montanum nemovofum, caule triquctro, compreffo, fpicis 

ferrugineis tenuioribus inter fe diftantibus; capfulis rarius dif- 
pofitis, oblongis, turbinatis, trilateris. MIcb, Gen. 65. t. 32. 
f. 9. Leers, t. 1 6. f. 4. FL Angl. p. 409. Pollich. n. 884. 
FL Snecica, n. 844. Withering, 1041. 

Habitat in fylvis & umbrofis^prope Bath. D. Sole. 

Radix fibrofa, perennis; partes quae radici proximas, feu culmi 
five folia fint, omnes rubrae. Folia nigro-viridia, culmo inflorefeenti 
longiora, marginibus ad bafin retrorfum hifpidis, ad medium laevi- 
bus, apicem verfus antrorfum hifpidis, Carina laevifiima. Culmus 
6—12 uncialis ereiftiufculus, obfolete triqueter, angulis obfoletis, bafi 
fquamis ftriatis vaginantibus in foliolum acutum brevifilmum defi- 
nentibus obveftitus. Spica fexu diftin6ta2, terminalis mafcula, tres 
aliquando duae fubjeftae foemineae, omnes lineares —Spica mafcula 
tenuis, fquamis rubro-ferrugineis, oblongo-ovatis, obtufis, nervo 
dorfali viridi. Spicse foemineae etiam tenues, circiter y-florse, pe- 

4 dunculatae, 
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dnnculatae, brafte^ membranacea fub-aphylla (rarius fcilicet in fo- 
liolum brevifiimum acutum definit) dimidium pedunculi cujufquc 
ample< 5 lenti; fuperior ad bafin fpica; mafculse fita eft, & eandem 
altitudine fuperat—cxteras inferiores remotiufculae. Flores laxe im- 
bricati, alterni, diftantes—Squamas ut in mafcula capfulam aequan- 
tes. Capfulte obovata?, trigona:, acuta?, pubefcentes, apice indi- 
vifo. Fllamenta tria— Stigmata tria. 


19. CAREX CLANDESTINA. 

■ 

C. bracleis membranaceis fub-aphyllis vaginantibus, fpicis fccmineis 
remotis vaginam vix exl'uperantibus. 

Cyperoides montanum hiimile anguftifolium, culmo veluti foliofo 
fpicis obfcftb. Scheuchzer^ 407. t. to. f. i. Mich, Gen, 63. 

t. 32. f. 8. ex au6loritate cel. Schrcberiy Spic, Ji, lipf, p. 65. 

n. 1013. 

Habitat in rupe San6li Vincentii di» 5 la, prope Briftol. D, Sole. 


Radi 


pel 


fibrofa. Folia tenuia, culmo tripio & 


giora, canaliculata, marginibus cariniique apicem verfus afpera. 
Culrntis brevis, ere£lus, teretiufculus, bine planiufculus, glabcr. 

Spicar fexu diftin6tae, una mafcula, tres feemineae, omnes remotie. 
Spica mafcula terminalis, oblonga, acuta, femuncialis, Iquamis fufeo- 
fern^gineis, ovato-obIongis,obtufis, marginc lato, membranaceo, albo, 
nervo dorfali viridi. Spicae fjemineee oblongiufcul:e, pauciflora?, pe¬ 
dunculate—Ad unamquamqne fpicam bradlea membranacea, faepius 
aphylla, que non modo pedunculum, verum etiam fpicam ipfam, 
faepins finu fovet. Haec bradlea nonnunqnam in foliolum brevif- 
fimum exit.—Squame ut in mafcula, capl’ulam fubequantes. Cap- 
fula ovata, trigona, acutiufcula, ore indivifo. Fllamenta ut in 


ceteris. Stylus ftigmatibus tribus, long 


If 
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• If the very fingukr mode of growth in the C 5 . dlgUata and clan^ 

deft'ma did not ftrike the eye of the moft incurious, the membra¬ 
naceous vagina would be a fufficient diftin6lion. In this fpecics 
the fpikes are pedunculated, but (till, in their flowering ftate, rarely 


exceed the length of the 
flowering culms themfelves 


vagina 


This circumftance, and the 


being hidden among the leaves. 


induced me to call it clandejilna. It flowers very early in the 
Spring, in the very beginning of April. He who cultivates it 
would do well to Ihelter it at that feafon from froft and wet, 
which often prevent it from ripening its feeds, or indeed opening its 
flower. It thrives in the garden, almofl: equally well in the com¬ 
mon border, or in a watery fituation. But all Carices certainly 
prefer moifture. 

This plant, asT am informed, has been fpoken of by Dick and 
other pupils of Haller under the name of argeniea, and by Allloni un¬ 
der the name of projlrata. It is the humilis of Leyfer and oi Scbreber, 

The leaves, which overfhadow the culms at their firfl: appear¬ 
ance, are thofe of the preceding year, which^ufually continue green 
till their fucceflbrs are enabled to take their place, and continue 
the fyftem of protedlion. 


20. CAREX PENDULA. 

C. vaginis longis fubsequantibus, fpicis cylindricis longifTimis pendu- 
lis, capful is confertiflTimis ovatis acutis. Buddie^ Hort, Sic. p. 28, 
n. 2. Uvedalcy Herb, Ray^ vol. 12. p. 65. A & B. 

Gramen cyperoides fpick pcndula longiore. Morif. Hijl. Ox. ITT. 

242. f. 8. t. i2.'f. 4. FI, AngL 411. Withering^ 1046. FL Scot, 
564. Curtis FI. Ltondinenjis, 

Habitat infylvis, & fepibus frequentius. Maio, Junio. 


Radix 
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Padix fibrofa, perennis. Folia lata, crafla, rigida, nigroviridia; 
fubtus glaucefcentia; ad margines caiinafque afperrima, culmo 
breviora. Cu/mus 2 —6.pedalis, ere6lus, firmus, triqueter, angulis 
inferne acutis, fuperne obtufiufculis, omnlno glabris, nifi ad fum- 
mum ubi internodium unum aut alterum afperlufculum eft. 
Spicce una mafcula, circiter fex foemineas. Spica mafcula triquetra, 
angulis acutis, fub-clavata, 2—4 uncialis, terminalis, fquam's ob- 
longis, acutis, fufeis, membranaceis, nervo dorfali viridL Spicae 
foemineGE cyliiidricae, pedunculatae, 4—6 unciales, pendulx, brafleis 

longe breviores, remotae, floribus inferioribus remotis, fuperioribus 
ar6lius imbricatis. Squamae membranaceac, nigrae, oblonga^ acutae, 
nervo dorlali viridi lato. Ad bafin omnis pediinculi bra(ftea, f. 
folium vaginans longiim, vagina plerumque pedunculi longitu- 
dine. Capfula ovata, triquetra, glabra, acuta, ore indivifo, fquama 
fua longior, Filamenta tria. Stylus ftigmatibus tribus. 

The great fize of this Carex, and its very long pendulous cylin¬ 
drical fpikes, enable the botanift to diferiminate it at a great dif- 
tance—It has remarkably fmall capfules for its fize. 



C. vagin*' longis fubaequantibus, fpicis filiformibus laxis pendulis, 
capfulis oblongis fub-triquetris acutis. 

Uvedale, Herb, Ray an, vol. 12. p. 64. n. 2. FI. Hngl, 411. 
Withering^ 1047. 


Habitat in fylvis & fepibus—In fylva Witham di(ftd,prope Oxoniam. 

T>r, Sbejffield. Aprili, Maio. 

Radix fibrofa, perennis. Folia laete viridia, lata, marginibus ca- 
rinaque afperis. Cuhnus ere6lus, 2-pedalis & ultra, triqueter, angu¬ 
lis acutis glabris, foliis longior. Spic<€ unica mafcula, circiter fep- 


VoL. II. 


Z 


tern 
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tern fccmlncx, Spica mafcula terminalls, linearis, teretiufculus, 
biuncialis, re6la. Squamae pallid^ virentes, ovato-oblongas, acutae, 
margine membranaceo, albo, nervo dorfali lato, viridi. Spica: 
foemineas circiter feptem, omnes filiformes, teretes, remota:, primo 
eredae, mox pendulae, peduncuIatJE, floribus laxe imbricatis; I’u- 
periores fsepius floribus aliquot mafculis terminalibus. Squamse ut 
in mafcula. Ad bafm omnis pedunculi bradlea, f. folium vaginans, 
fatis longum, vagina pedunculi longitudine. Capfula oblonga, 
triquetra, acuta, ore indivifo, fquamjl demum fere duplo longior. 
Filamenta tria, antheris linearibus, pallide flavis. Stylus ftigmati- 

bus tribus. 


In Ray's Synotjisy p. 419 


there is a (hort, but very expreflTive 


defeription of this plant. In noting however the affinity between 
this and C. Jyhatica^ 


it is alledged that this has eith 


very fhort footflalks; and other authors have copied th 
It has in fa6l long footflalks, but they are concealed within the 
vagina 


This concealment led the old botanifls to deferibe 


as 


having none. 

It differs from fylvatlca by its having its peduncles fcarcely long 


than the vagina, and 



Its 


pfules being three-cornered and 


acute, but not with a long taper roflrum. 

My friend Dr. John Sibthorpy the learned Regius Profeffor of Bo¬ 
tany in the univerfity of Oxford^ has lately difeovered this plant in 
another fltuation in the neighbourhood of Oxford, 


22. CAREX PR^COX. 

C. vaginis brevibus fubaequantibus, fpicis approximatis ; mafcul4 

fubclavat^; foemineis ovatis, capfulis fubrotundis pubefeentibus. 

Buddie, Hort, Sic, p. 30. n. 6 & 8. Uvedale, Herb, Ray an, vol. la. 
p. 63. n. 3, 


Gramen 
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Gramen qrperoides fpicatum, Gerard, em, p. 22. 

Gramen fpicatum foliis caryophylleis. Park, I160. Jacqmn FI, 

Aujlriac. 46. Withering^ 1043, 

Carex montana, FL Angl. 407. FI, Scot, 551. 


Habitat in pratis & ericetis. ’Aprili, Maio. 

Padlx repens, perennis. Folia faturate virldia, tenuia, ad mar- 
gines carinamque afpera, culmo breviora. Culmus eredlus, 6—la 
uncialis, triqueter, angulis obtufiufculis glabris. Spica una maf- 
cula, ties foemineae, approximatas prope fummitatem culmi. Spica 
mafcula femuncialis & ultra, oblonga, faepius fub-clavata, triquetra, 

ere^la, fquamis membranaceis, fub-ferrugineis, oblongis, acutis, 
nervo dorfali viridi. Spicse foemineas ad bafin mafculae, ovatae, bre- 
viter pedunculatae, ereftae, floribus denfiufcule imbricatis; fquamU 
ovatis, acutis, capfulas fubaaquantibus. Ad bafin pedunculorum, 
praefertiin inferioris,bra 61 :ea, f. foliolum vaginans, breve, vagina brevi, 
pedunculum brevem asqnanti. Hoc foliolum nunquam aut rarif- 
fime culmum fuperat. Capfula ovata, fub-triquetra, acfitiufcula, 
ore indivifo, tomentofa, mox nigricans. Filameuta ut in casteris. 

lllgmatibus tribus. 


This plant is very eafy to be diftingulihed from tht pilulifera and 


faxatilis of Mr. Httdfc 



its having its fpikes (hoi tly pedu 


lated, and its peduncles encompalfed by a vagina or llieath equal¬ 
ing them in length. PiluHfe>^a and faxatilis of Mr. Hudfon have no 
vaginae. If the vagina be attended to, it will foon be dilcovered 


that no one of the Britifh fpe 


bears any refemblance to this 


C. pracox has a creeping root and an erecfl ftalk, with angles fome- 
what lharpilh. It is a very common plant, growing on molf of 

our heaths and in meadows. 


Z^ 


23. CAREX 
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GAREX FILIFORMIS. Tab. 20./^. 5. 


G. vaginis brcvibus fubaequantibus, fpicis mafculis fub-duabus li- 

nearibus; foemineis ovatis remotis, capfulis hirtis. 

Cyperoides fylvaticum anguftifolium, fpicis parvis tenuibus fpa- 


diceo-viridibus. Scheuchzer 

n. 847. 


425 


t. 10.' f. II. FI, Suecica 


f 


Carex tomentofa, FJ, Scot, p. 553 


Habitat prope Eaton^ in com. Salop. Rev. E. Williams 
At the fouth end of Air Links. Dr. Hope, Junio. 


Radix repens, perennis. Folia tenuiora, eredla, in apicem tenuifll- 
mum definentia, marginibus carinaqiie afperiufcula i—3 pedalia. 
Culmus trcSiuSy tenuis, triqueter, angnlis acutis hifpidis, foliis fub- 
sequalis. Spic^ fsepius duas mafculae, totidem foeminese—Mafcula 
fuperior if—2 uncialis; inferior vix uncialis; amba: lineares; f, 
filiformel, eredlse, fquainis oblongis, acutis, nigro-ferrugineis, nervo 
dorfali viridi. Spicx foeminex fxpius duae (aliquando unica tantum 
fefe protrudit), ovatae, eredae, breviflime pedunculatx diftantes.— 
Ad bafin pedunculorum bradlea, f. folium vaginans, vagina per- 
brevi, pedunculum perbrevem omnino fere ample6lenti—Vagina 
in foliolum abit culmo paulo brevius—Squamx ut in fpic^ maf¬ 
cula, capfulas fubaequantes. Capfula hirta, five lanato-villofa, 
fub-triquetra, oblongiufcula, ore hiante furcato .—Filamenta tria. 
Stylus ftigmatibus tribus, villofis, crafliufculis. 

Obf. Spica foeminea fuperior fxpe fefTilis. 

% 

Anxious to determine this fpecies, I folicited the honour of be¬ 
ing permitted to confult Mr. Lightfoot\ herbarium, which is now. 
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as I have before obferved, in her Majesty’s pofleflion.—I am 

therefore enabled to pronounce, that this plant is Mr. LightJoot\ 
Carex iotnentofa. 

It is readily diftinguifhed from all Carlces in its very foliage. 
Its leaves are narrow, very long, oftentimes a yard; and they end 
in a long and very taper point, fomething like the American 
tylis cynofuroiJes, In fru6lification it is equally diftin^:!, by having 
generally two male fpikes and never more, and capfules downy, 
almoft woolly. This is in the Linnean herbarium with the name 
fliformis infcribed by Limaus himfelf, therefore we can have no 
doubt about its identity. It is fomewhat furprifing that Linno’us 
never mentioned the downinefs of the capfules—This omifllon 

naturally led Mr. Lightfooty who otherwife fufpedled it to be Lin- 

furus^s fliformis y to call it tomentofa. 

The narrownefs of the foliage 
Lmnxus did not take the hint from Scheuchzery and name it C. te^ 
nuifolia> 

I am much indebted to the Rev, Mr. IVtlUams of Eaion^ near 
Shrewfouryy for roots and^fpecimens of this plant. I received roots 
alfo from my friend Dr. Sibthorp of Oxford^ who was likewife in¬ 
debted to Mr. IVtlUams for them. Cultivated in a garden, it 
never, or rarely flowers. 

24. CAREX FLAVA. 

C. vaginis brevibus fub-aequantibus foliolo divaricato, fpic^ mafcnla 

lincari; fcemineis fubrotundis, capfulis roftrato-acuminatis. 
Buddie^ Hort, Sic. p. 30. n. ii. 

4 

Gramen cyperoides aculeatum Germanicum. Mor. Hijl. Ox. III. 

043. f. 8. t. 12. f. 19. 


being fo remarkable, I wonder that 


Gramen 
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Gramen paluftre echinatum. Ger. 17. Park, 1187. 

FL Suedca^ n. P43. Leers, t. 15. f. 6. FI. Dan, 1047 

JngL ^o’j. FLScoUsS^* Witherlng, , 


FL 


Habitat in paludofis paffim. Maio, Junio. 


Radix repens, perennis 


FoUa amoene viridia, ad margines cari 


namque afperiufcnla, culmo longiora. Culmus ereclns, triqneter, 
angulis acutis, glabris, altitudine varius, uncialis, pedalis, & ultra, 
Spkce una mafcula, tres fceminex— Spica mafcula terminal is, fubli- 
nearis, ere£ta, femuncialis-nncialis, fub-triquetra ; Iquamis ovato- 
oblongis, obtufiufculis, fulvis, nervo dorlali viridi, Spicas foe- 
minese modo omnes ad lummitatem culmi congeftae ; modo inferior 
remota, caeteris prope mafculam congeftis, modo, quod faepe acci- 
dit, omnes a fe invicem reraotae, fubrotundae, fed variant & pras- 
feitim inferior, oblongae, pedunculo vagina fu^ paulo longiori. 
SquamJE fere ut in mafcula, capfula breviores — Ad bafin omiiis pe- 
duncLiIi bradea, f. folium vaginans, vagina pedunculi longitudine. 
Veriintamen eft ubi pedunculus inferior, prsecipue cum remotns 
fit, vaginam fuam fere dimidio fuperat. Vagina in foliolum abit, 


culmo longius, divaricatum. Capfula fub-triquetra, ovata, roftrata, 
roftro faepe fub-reflexo, ore plerumque indivifo, & ad bafin fpicse, 
ex rotunditate f. contracftione receptaculi, deorfum fpeiftans. 
tnenta ut in casteris. Siylus ftigmatibus tiibus. 


Fi!a 


Obf Variat fed rarius fpicis mafculis duabus, turn culmi angulis 
afperiufculis. 


The long divaricated foliaceous bracftea is a very conftant difcri- 
minating mark in this fpecies : this, together with its round prickly 
heads, rtiiuer the inveftigation perfedtiy eafy. 


It 



on the ^nitjh Species of‘ Carex, 17^ 

It may however be difficult to keep it always diftina: from the 
two following, which have been confidered as varieties of it. The 
capfule is a good guide to diftinguilli it from C. extenfa^ being in 
Q.Jlava oblong, with a long taper point, and in C. extenfa ovate 
and acute. But the capfule is no guide in its fejfaration from 
C. fulva, being apparently the fame. C. fuva has always three fe¬ 
male fpikes, and Q. Julva as conftantly two—Then C. Jluva has 
its bradeae divaricated ; C. fulva upright, particularly the lowed. 
The divifion of the apex of the capfule has always appeared to me 
conflant in C. fulva^ but is by no means fo in G. Jlava. The ha¬ 
bit of thefe two plants feems very different. And the female fpikes 
in C. Julva are always acute, and never round. 

25. CAREX EXTENSA. Tab. 21. fg. 7. 

C, vaginis breviffimis aequantibus foliolo fub-reflexo, fpicis* con- 
fertis; foemineis fub-rotundis, capfulis ovatis acutis, 

Buddie., Hort, Sic, p. 30. n. lo. 

Carex flava, l^ar, fi. HuJf, Flora Anglica^ p. 407. 

Habitat in paluftribus, prope Harwich—On the marfhy part 

of Biaunton Buiiows in Devonfhire. Junio. 

' Radix - perennis. Folia radicalia fub-angufta, culmo bre- 

viora (qux autem culmi bafin ampleduntur, eundem fsepe xquant, 
fsepe fuperant) fummitatem verlus margiiiibus carinaque afperiuf- 

culis. ^Culmus eredus, pedalis & ultra, triqueter, angulis obtufiuf- 
culis, glabris. Splc^e una (rarius‘ dux) mafcula ; duae, faspe tres, 
foeinine^e. Spica mafcula linearis, fcmuncialis & ultra (fi duae ad- 
fint altera quintuplo brevior) terminalis^ Iquamis fulcis, nervo 

dorfali viridi, obiongis, fub-obtufis. Spicje feemineae f^pius ad 

bafm 
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bafm mafculae, confertiufculae ; aliquando autem Inferior remotiuf- 
cula, ovara (fuperiores fub-conicse), acutiufcula; omnes pie- 
rumque breviter pednnculatse ; fquamis ovatis, fiifcis, nervo dorfali 
cralTiufculo, qui in mucronem prominnlum definit, capfula demum 
duplo brevioribus. Ad bafin fpicarum foeminearum bra6lea foliacea, 
qua 2 vagina fua pedunculum totum, qui quidem omnino brevis efl, 
ample6litur: inferior longiffima, & culmum longiflTime fnperat: 
fuperiores breviores; interdum fuperior culmo brevlor. Omnes 
denique reflexae. Capfula: glabrae, patentes, fub-trigonce, nervofac, 

ovatae, acutae, apice in denticulos duos divifo, roflro (fi roflrum 
fas fit dicere) breviflTimo. Filamenta tria. Stylus ftigmatibus tribus. 

This plant has always, I believe, pafled as a variety of Carex Jlava, 

However, the fru6tification proves it to be entirely diftindl. 

In G. extenfa the leaves are narrower than in Q, fava^ and the 

whole plant is flenderer and taller. The fquamae of the female 

are ovate and bluntilh, with the nerve ending in a very Ihort 

projedling point, and are fhorter in proportion to the capfule than 
in C. Jlava. The capfules are rather acuminated, but by no 
means roftrated or beaked, and the fummit is flightly bifid. The 
bradless are ufually reflexed. The female fpikes have their pe¬ 
duncles only of the length of the vagina, and not longer. The 
capfules alfo are patent, but very rarely divaricated. This plant 
does not owe its height to being drawn up by the furrounding 
herbage, for I have always found it in open places. 

I have found it in the marfhy ground near Harwich^ and in the 
marlhy ground on the weft fide of Br aunt on Burrows^ in the north 
of Devonlliire. It is not a common plant. 

Obf, The circumftance of the fpikes being cluftered together is 
very conftant in this fpecies, but it is by no means fo in C. Jlava, 

8 



26. CAREX 


/ 


the BrUyi) Specks rf CarcK, 

26^. CAREX F U L V A. Tab, 20. ^.6, 

C. vagina infima fubdimidiat^; fupcrioribus fubxquantibus, fpicis 

foemineis duabus oblongis acutis, capfulis roftrato-acuminatis. 
Carex diftans, F/. 'Dan, t. 1049. 

Habitat propd Eaton, juxta Shrcwfbury, in agro Salopienfi. 

Rev. E. Williams, Junio, Julio. 

Radix repens, perennis. Folia ere6la, angufta, marginibus cari- 
naque afperis, cnlmo brcviora. Culmus ereftus, tenuis, fub-pedalis, 
triqueter, angulis acutis, afperis. Spico’^ iina mafcula, dux ple« 
rufnquc fosminex. Spica mafcula terminalis, fub-Iinearis, femun- 
ci^alis & ultra, acutiufcula; fquamis flavefcentibus, margine albo, 
oblongis, modo obtulis, modo obtufiufculis. Spicx foeminex fxpius 
remotx, ovato-oblongx, acutx, inferior pedunculata, pedunculo 

longiufculo, fuperior fubfeflilis; fquamis oblongis, acutis, fxpe 
acutiufculis, capfulam fere xquantibus. Ad bafin omnis fpicas 
foeminex braiRea f. folium vaginans; inferior crc< 5 la, culmurh 
plerumque xquans, vagiml plufquam dimidium pedunculi am- 
ple 61 entc; fuperior fub-divaricata, culmo plerumque brevior, pe- 
duiiculum, qui profeffo breviflimus eft, totum fere vagina occu- 
pans—interdum totum occupat. Capfulee fub-trigonx, nervis ftriatx, 

oblongx, roftrato-acuminatx, fquamas fub-xquantes, fxpe exco- 
dentes, apicc divifo, patentes, nec divaricatx, aut deorfum fpec- 
tantes . —Filamenta tria — Stylus ftigmatibus tribus. 

K)hf, Variat, fed rarius, fpicis foemineis tribus. 

This plant is fcarcely removed from C, fiava. However, it 
differs from it'in having the angles of the culm (harp and rough. 
The female fpikes are remote, oblong and acute, not round; the 

lowermoft is fuppprted by a long, footftalk, half of which nearly 
. VoL. II, A a appears 
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appears above the vagina. Befides, it has fcarcely ever more than 
two female fpikes. The lowermoft bra6lea is ere 61 :, and not diva¬ 
ricated. The capfules are not divaricated, but patent, and arc 
nightly divided at the fummit. I regret that 1 have had no oppor¬ 
tunity of cultivating it. 

I am indebted to the Reverend Mr, Williams of Raton sx&dx Shrew 
bury for my knowledge of this plant as a native of Britain—I have 
received it from America and Kewfoundlandy but never underftood 
till very lately that it was an inhabitant of our country. 



C. vagina infima fere dimidiata; fuperioribus '^fubaequantibus, fpieii 

oblongis remotiffimis, capful is acutis,. 

^ w 

Buddie^ Hart. Sk, p. 29. f. 5. 

Uvedale^ Herb. Rayafu yol. 12. p. 66. n. i. 

Gramen cyperoides paluftre, fpicis tribus fubrotundis vix aculeatls, 
fpatio diftantibus. Mor. Hiji, Ox. 243. f. 8. t. 12. f. 18. 

Carex fpicis parvis longe diftantibus. Scbeuchzer^ 431. Withering^ 

_ % 

1049; FL Angl. 412. FI. Scot. 561. FI. Dan. 1049* 

Carex panicea, FI. Suecica^ Var. a ? 


Habitat in paluftribus, prascipue maritimis. Junio. 

Radix fibrofa, perennis. Folia- pallide virefeentia, marginibus 
carinaque alperiufeulis, culmum floriferum fub-sequantia. Culmus 
eredfus, triqueter, angulis acutis, glabris, pedalis, bipedalis, Spicce., 
una mafcula, rarius duse ; tres foeminete. Spica mafcula termina- 
lis erecla, lub-linearis, flavefeens, quandoque nigricans, uncialis 
& ultra; fquamis fub-flavefcentibus, nervo dorfali viridi, margin!- 



* cre^SEj 


t 






^re^lse, pedunculati, valde remotae; fquamis acntiiifculls, capfull 
brevioribus. Ad bafin.omriis pedtinculi bra6lea f. folium vaginans. 
•Vagina inferior non pedunculi longitudine, tamen plufquam di- 
.midium occupat; fuperiores pedunculos fuos a[’quant. Vaginae in 
ibliola abeunt fpicis fuis multotics longiora, at culmo breviora-*- 
'Capfulce ful^tfiquetrae, ovata?, acuminata^, ore fub-divifo. Filamenta 
•ut in caeteris —Stylus ftigmatibus tribus. 

• % 

^ The rerqarkable diftance at which the female fpikes are placed 
,from each other, is a diftindlion too obvious to admit of any doubt. 
C. hlrta has them .fituated in the fame manner; but the leaves arc 
hairy, and the. capfules villous, in that fpecies—in C. dijians they 

iare both'perfedtly fmooth.. 

It ufually flowersjn May and Junc> 

'•'I f F’ ■' I 

r i. s. ' 

# 

' sis. c'ar^x I»ANICEA. 


C. vagina inlima fubdimidiata; fuperioribus fub-aeqnantibus; fpicis 
ereftis remotis, capfulis inflatis obtufiufculis fub-diftantibus. 
VvedakyHcrb. Ray an, vol. 12. -p. 62. n. i. 

Cyperoides foliis caryophylleis (caule rotundo-triquetro), fpicis e 
• • rarioribus & tumidioribus veficis compofitis. Mich, Gen, t. 32. 

f. II. 



Habitat in pfatis & pafeuis humidis. Maio, Junio. 

' repens, perennis. Folia glauca, marginibus cariiiilque'af- 

periufculis, culmo breviora. Culmus ere6hiS) triqueter, angulis acu- 
tiufeulis, glabris, fub-pedalis. Spkee^ una (rarius dux) mafcula, 

A a 2 circiter 


I 
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circiter ti cs fcemineae. Spica mafcula terminalis, oblonga, uncialisj 
fquamis fulvis, oblongo-ovatis, acutiufculis. Spicae foemineae om- 
nes a fe invicem remotie, ovatae, eredlx, pedunculatas, floribus laxd 
imbricatis,fqiiamis oblongo-ovatis acutis, capfuls brevioribus, nervo 
dorfali viridi.—Ad bafin finguli pedunculi bradlea f. folium vagi-’ 
nans, vagina inferiori circiter dimidium, aut paulo plus, pedunculi 
ample6tentecjeteris pediinculos fuos fere aequantibus. Hae brac- 


teae in foliola defmunt culmo breviora, fpicis fuis longiora. 


Cap 


fula pallida, fubovata, baft compreftiufcula, fuperne inflata, obtuft- 
ufcula, ore claufo, indivifo. FUanienta ut in cseteris .—Stylus fligma* 
tibus tribus. 


C, panicea 


younger (late, is very like the young fpeeimens 


of C 


but it is 


diftinguilhed by the vagina 


In panicea the lowermoft vagina is full half the length of the 
footftalk, in recurva about one quarter only. It is diftinguifhable 
alfo by its alternate diftant capfules; in recurva they are crowded 
in a thicker fpike. 


29 


CAREX C APILL ARIS 


C. vaginis dimidiatis, fpicis foemineis oblongis laxis: frudliferis 

pendulis, pedunculis capillaribus, capfulis acuminatis. 



Habitat in montofts Scoticis. 

Radix ftbrofa, percnnis —Folia tenuiflima, culmo fere triple bre¬ 
viora. Culmus ere6lus, triqueter, angulis obtufiufculis, glabris, 

2—5uncialis. Spica^nnsi mafcula, duae foeminea:, omnes ad fummi- 

tatem 


M ih* 'Brht/h Specie^ of Citre:t^ 


j8r 


tatem culmi. Mafcula ere6ta, oblonga, f. fub-linearls, fTavefcens; 
fquamac oblongae, acutiufculas. Focmineas ambse ex eodem nocio 

4 

prbdeunt, peduncukta?, mox pendul^, oblonga?, pauciflonc—^^Brac 


f. folium vaginans dimidium pedunculorum, quicapillare 


9 


occupat. Vagina in foliolum exit culmo paulum longius. Squama: 

deciduae, ovata:, obtufe, fub-fulvae, capfuk breviorea. Capfula 
ovata, roftrato-acuminata, ore indivifo. Stigmata tria. 


Obf Spica mafcula admodum pauciflora. 

The diminutive ftature of this plant, its capillary peduncles, its 
•female fpikes pendulous, lax, with few flowers, from four to eight, . 
and the fquamae of the fame being deciduous^ place it in too confpi’- 
cuous a light to be miftaken. 

I never have had the good fortune to fee this plant growing;: 
1 have therefore been obliged, to take my defcription from dried* 
fj^ecimens. 

30. CAREX DEPAUPERATA*. 

C. vaginis plufquam dimidiatis, fpicis focmineis remotis paucifloris> 

capfulis ovatis inflatis roftrato-acuminatis* 

Cyperoides fylvarum anguftifolium caule trilatero, fpicis parvis, . 
capfulis rarius difpofitis, obefis, &c.. Micb, Gen. p. 56. t. 32. - 
f. 5. Withering^ p. IO49, 

Carex ventricofa. FL . Londin. bonai 

Habitat in fylv^ Charlton di( 5 la — In fylvis prope Godalmlri in agro 

Surreiano. Maio, J unio. 

A 

Fadix fibrofa, perennis. Folia pallide virefcentia, marginibus 

’ carinaque afperis; radicalia ad bafin rufa, culmo breviora. Culmm 

ere6tus, pedalis, bipedalis, triqueter, angulis obtufiufculis, glabris. 

Spicx, - 
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SpicjR, una mafcula, teraiii'kajls, linearisj fquatiiis flavcfccntibu% 
rijcrvo dorfali viridi, ovato-oblongis, acutiufculis. Spicx fcemineas 
remota?, Jonge pedunculate?, erediis, pauciflorac— quxque fcilicet 

3—6 ilores gerit. Flores laxe 
£rvo dorfali viridi (qui nervus in 
oldongo-oratae, acute?, capfula fere dimidio brcviorcs. Ad bafm 
omnis pedunculi bradlea f. folium vaginans, quod circiber tertiain 
partem pedunculi, nec dimidium, ampledlitur. Vagina in folio- 
Juin abit faepilTime culmo longius. Capfula oblongo-ovata, inflate, 
fiib-triquetra, eredta, roflrata, ote indivifo. Filamcnta tria, antheris 
Jiiuearibus flavis. Btylus fligmatibus tribu 5 . 

Chf, Capfulas faepius bifariam imbricate?. 


Ipica circiter 
ilavefcentes, : 


difpofiti. Squamae 
mucronem definit). 


I do not hefitate to adduce the fynonym and figure of Michelius, 
It Gci.tainly belongs to this plant, as any one may fatisfy himfelf 

the vaginae 

are reprefented. In the vefcaria^ to which it has been applied, there 
are no vaginae — In this they embrace almofl: half of the peduncle 
cf footftaSk. Michelius^s figure plainly conveys this idea. 

Its diftant long-pedunculated fpikes, and few capfules, readily 
diftinguifh this fpecies from all others. This lafl; circumftance 

induced the late Dr. Solander to name it in his MSS. C. depaupe* 
ratuy whom Dr. iVtther'mg firft followed. 

Mr. Curtis has given us an excellent figure of it under the name 
of Carex ^c€niricoJa, 

I had the good fortune to find this fpecies in Charlton wood__ 

Mr. Dichfon has told me that it is not unfrequent in dry woods 
near Godalmm in Surrey, I apprehend, from the form of the cap- 

fule, that it has been taken for a ftarved variety.of C. vsfcarta; as 

V I cannot 


who will take the trouble to obferve how accurately 


en the Bni}Jfj Specres of Carex^ 

* » 

rcannot think it pofTible that a plant of this fize, in the neigh'^ 
bourhood' of London, could have efcaped fo long unnoticed* Pro¬ 
bably the vagina was never attended to. 




C. vaginis abbreviatis, fpicis filiformibus laxis pcndulis, capfulis 

ovatis aridato-roftratis. 

Buddie^ Hort. Sic. p. 29. n. 4. 

Uvedaky. Herb. Ray an. vol. .12. p. 67. n. r; 

p. 69. n. I. 
p. 73. n. I*. 

Gramen cyperoides fylvarum tenuius fpicatum* 

Mor'tf. Hi ft. 0x011. III. 243. f. 8. t. 12. f. 9 *-- 

Bark. 1172. SJjeuchzer, 418- 

Leers^ 15. 2. JVitbering^ 1047 * Fi» Dan. 404. FI, Angl. 411;. 
FI. Scot. 562, 

^ • _ * ••• •• 

Carex-patula. Polfich.. ni 896* 

% 

Habitat in fylvk paflioi. . Maro, JTunio; ». 


Radix fibrofa, perennis. Folia pallide virefcentia, ad margines 
carinamque fupeme hifpida, culmo breviora. Culm'us bipedalis 
& ultra,* eredlus, triqueter,' angulis* fuperhe obtufiufculis, glabris: 
Spicee^ una (rarius duas) mafcula, circiter fex focmineae, omnes a fe 
invicera reraotae. Spica mafcula terminalis, ereSta, linearis, trique- 

uncialis, biuncial is, atque etiam ultra. Squamse flavefcentes 


tra 




bafi alba, nervo dorfali viridi, oblongse, acutae. 


Sp 


foemincse 


Iqngius pedunculatas 




pendulx, filiforraes, floribus laxe imbri 


catis. Squamx flavefcentes, nervo dorfali viridi, ovatx, acuminatxv 

capful breviores. . Adrbafin omnis pedunculi bra6tea f. folium- 

. vaglnans> 
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vaginans, cujus vagina circiter qiiartam partem peduncuU 
■titur. Vagina in folium abit fua fpica paulb longius. 
ovata, acuminata, roftrata, roftro tenu 4 ore indivifo. Filarnenta 
ut in caeteris .—Stylus ftigmatibus tribus. 


tmplec- 

Capfula 


None of the figures of this plant, except that of Leers^ give its 
due charadler. The figures &f Morifon^ Parklnfon^ and FL Danlca^ 
reprefent it in its firft ftage of flowering when the fpikes are eredl^ 
It does not long continue in this attitude; for the fpikes, by rea- 
fon of their thin and long footftalks, as foon as the impregna¬ 
tion of their flowers has taken place, are too heavy for*their weak 
fupporters. It ufually produces five or fix female fpikes, and 
one male, very rarely two. • 

Every one mufl: be ’furprifed at Lmnaus*s joining this as a va¬ 
riety to vejicarla and amptillacea. 

32. CAREX RECURVA. 


C. vaginis abbreviatis, fpicis foeminek fub-cylindricis pendulis, cap- 

fulis rotundato-ovatis, radice repente. 

Buddie^ Hort» Sic, p. 30. n. 3. 4. • 

Gramen nemorofum fpica fiibnigra recurvJu Mcrif, FUJI, Ox, f. 8. 

t. 12. f. 14. 

-Carex limofa. ILtcrs^ Far, f^, t. 15. f. 3. FL Angl, p- 413. Witlser-^ 

ixg, 1050. FL Dan, 1051^ 

Habitat in pratis, pafcuis, nemoribus & ericetis. Maio, Junio. 


‘Radix perennis. Folia glauca, pro magnitudine plant* 
latiufcula, marginibus carin^ue afperrima. Culmus eredtus, tri- 
queter, angulis acutiufculis, glabriufculis, foliis radicalibus -longior, 
pedalis. Spica^ una (faepe duae, raro tres) mafcula, tres focmineae, 

Spica 


1 


cn the BriiiJlj Species of Carex. 


i «5 

Spica mafcula terminalis, oblonga, fub-cylindrica, plus minufve 
uncialis, fquamis iiigro-ferrugineis, oblongis, obtufis, neiTO dorfali 
viiidi, margine membranacco albo. Spicas foemineos fub-cylin- 
dricse, unciales, fefcuncialcs, longius pedunCulatas, primuin creclx, 
mox matuiiores pendulse, rcmotas. Ad bafin pcdunculorum 
bra6lea, vagin^ abbrcviata, f. vix quartam partem pcdunculi am- 
ple6lente, utrinque bafi auriculata, auricula fub-rotund-^. Vagina 
in folium definit culmo faepe longius. Squamae oblongse, acutar, 
capfula paulo breviores. Capfula ovata, fub-triquctra, obtufiufcula, 
ore claufo, piimum viridis, inde gradatim flavefcens, ferruginca, 
nigra, fub lente fub-tomentofa. Filamenta tria. Stylus ftigmatibus 
tribus, cralTiul'culis, villofis. 

Although no Carex can be faid to vary more in fize and habit 
than this, yet, to an attentive obferver, there will be no difficulty 
in.determining it. Its cylindrical pendulous black fpikes, its glau¬ 
cous leaves, fliort vaginae, roundilh capfules, fmooth culm, and 
creeping root, are obvious diftinciions. 

It feems Itrange that fo common a Carex as this is fhould have 
been fo little noticed by the old authors. I recoiled!: no old figure 
of it befide Morifons —that indeed charadterifes it fufficiently. 

C. Umrfa his 

Var. a, and recurva his Var. / 3 . in one—which is a confufion very 
unufual to his general conlummate accuracy. 

I fhould almoft have apprehended that Mr. Lighifooth^d intend¬ 
ed this plant by his C. cafpuofa, Var. a. had he not exprefsly men¬ 
tioned that it had only two ihgmata—whereas this invariably has 
* three, and protrudes them in a manner not eaiy to be miftaken, 
being thicker, longer, and more villous than in the generality of 
this family. 

B b 33. CAREX 


Leers\ figure is tolerable; be feems to have joined 


VoL. II. 
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C A R E X 


PALLESCENS. 


C. vaglnis abbreviatiflimis, fpicis foemineis fub-cylindricis: frudliferis 

pendulis, capfulis oblongis obtufis. 


Buddie^ Hort. Sic. p. 30. 11. 5. 

Gramen cyperoides polyftachion flavicans, fpicis brevibus propc 
fummitatem caulis. Mich, Gen, 61. t. 32. f. 13. Pluk, t. 


f. 5. 

Sp, PI, 1386. FL Suecka^ n. 852. Leers^ t. 15. f. 4. FI, 
Angl, 410. Whhermg^ p. 1043. Pollkh, n. 889. FL Scot, 558. 
FI, Dm, 1050. 


Habitat in fylvis, piatis, & pafcuis humidis. Malo, Junio. 

Radix fibrofa, perennis. Folia angufta, pallida, ad margines 
carinafque fcabriufcnla, cnimo dimidio breviora, pilofa. Culmus 
ere6lus, pedalis, fefqiiipedalis, triqueter, angnlis fuperne acutilTi- 
mis, inferne obtufiufculis, afperis. Spko', nna mafcula, tres foemi- 
nece, omnes ad fummitatem culmi approximatae. Spica mafcula 
terminalis, oblonga, triquctra, femuncialis ; fquamis flavcfcentibus, 
nervo dorfali viridi, acutiufculis. Spicae foemineae fub-cylindrical, 
obtufae, pcdunculatac, mox pendulae ; fquamis ovatis, acutis, cap- 
fula paiilo brevioribus. Ad bafin pedunculorum bradea, qua? 
culmum longe fuperat, vagina breviffimS., ne quidem o6lavam pe- 
dunculi partem ampleclenti. Flores dense imbricati. Capfula pal¬ 
lida, viridis, oblonga, obtufa, ore integro, — Filamenta & anthers ut 
in c'JEteris.— Stylus ftigmatibus tribus. 

None of the figures give a good reprefentation of the female . 
fpikes in their mature flate — at that time they are nearly cylin¬ 
drical, whereas in the figur 

form, in which they appear when firft in flower. 


es here quoted we have only the ovate 
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34. CAREX LIMOSA. 

C. vaginis abbreviatifTimis fub-nullis, fpicis feemineis ovatls pendulis, 

capfulis ovatis compreflis, radicc repenti. 

Cyperoides fpic 4 pendula breviore, fquamis e fpadiceo vel fufeo 
rutilante viridibus. Scheuchzer^ 443. t. 10. f. 13. 

Flor, Suecic. n. 850. FL AngL 409. Withering^ 1041. PoUich. 
n. 8S8. FL Dan. 646. 

Habitat in paludibus tiirfofis, in comitatibus Eboracenfi, Lancaf- 

tiicnf], Wcflmorelandico, &c. paflTim. Junio. 

RaMx repens, perennis. Folia glauca, ere6la, tenuia, marginibus 
carin^que afpera. Culmus ere( 5 i:us, triqueter, angulis acutis, afpe- 
riufculis. Spicce, una mafcula, dux foemineae. Spica mafcula ter- 
minalis, oblonga, fub-Iinearis; fquamis flavefeentibus f. fubferru- 
gineis, oblongis, acutis. Spicx foemincx longius peduncuJatx, mox 
pendula?, ovatx, acutiufculx; fquamis ovatis, acutis, fa?pe mucrona- 
tis, fufeis, nervo dorfali viridi, capfuls paulo longioribus. Ad bafin 
pedunculorum braclea culmo longior, qux vix ac ne vix quidem 
ullam partem pedunculi* comple6litur. Capfula fub-compreffa, 
nervofa, ovata, mucronata, ore integro. Filamenia ut in exteris. 
Stylus Rigmatibus tribus. 

This plant has been confounded with recurva, from which it is 
readily diftinguifhable by its very fliort vaginse, by its ovate fpikes, 
and by the {hape and colour of its capfules, which are compreiTed; 
of a csefious green colour when young, and browm whci^i^ripe; 
not round, ovate, and black as in recurva. 

Upon cultivating it, I obferved, that it frequently threw up bar¬ 
ren leafy {talks;* upon cutting thefe off, and planting them in 

B b 2 pots 
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pots plurH^ed in water, they readily took root, and formed luxuriant 
plants. The name Jlolonifera would have been peculiarly proper 

for it. 

This fpecies, when cultivated in a garden, rarely flowers. In 
a wild ftate I have never feen it with more than two female fpikes, 
ufually with 


35. GAR EX PSEUDO-G YPERUS. 

C. vaginis fub-nullis, fpicis foemineis cylindricis pedunculatis peu- 
dulis, capfulis ariftato-roftratis fub-divaricatis, 

Uvedale-i Herb, Ray an, vol. 12. p. 65. G. 

Pfeudo-cyperus, Ger, em. 29. Park, 1266. 

Gramen cyperoides fpica pendula breviori. Mor, Hi/l, Ox, III. 

242. f. 8. t. 12. f. 5. 

F/, Suede a, 854. FL Hugh 410. 

FI, Scot. 559. Pollich, n. 891. Withering^ 1045. 

Habitat in nemorofis humidis, & ad ripas foflarum. Junio. 

Radix hbrofa, perennis. Folia pallide viridia, lata, canaliculata, 
marginibus carin^ue afperis, culmo fere duplo longiora, omnia 

longitudihe fere aequalia. Culrnus pedalis & ultra, ad fummum fere 
foliofus, ereftus, triqueter, angulis acutis, afperis. Spica^ una maf- 
cula, quatuor feeminese ; omnes lineares, tenues, pallidas. Spica 
malcula terminalis, fub>triquetra, bradleata, bradlea fetacea, fpica 

dimidio breviori ; fquamis fub-fetaceis, pallidis, nervo dorfali viridi, 
ad apicem marginibuS carinaque hifpidis. Spicne foemineas pedun- 
culatac, pcdunculo fpica fua longiori, teretes, frucliferse pendulse ; 
intermediae geminatae, caeterae folitariae ; fquamae ut in fpica maf- 

cula, capfulas fub-acquantes. Ad omnem fpicam foemineam brac- 
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tea foliacea, inferior culrnum longe fuperans, cxterie etiam culmum 

fuperantes; omnes fubfefriles, aut bafin pedunculi, brevilTime qui- 
'dem, ample£lentcs. Capfuli^ oblongas, ftriatx, medio fub-ventri- 
cofa?, roftratx, roftro longo, tenui, apice divifo, f. fub-furcato, fub- 
divaricatas.— Filamenia tria.— Stylus ftigmatibns tribus, albis. 


Linnaus took his charadler of this plant from its having two 
peduncles rifing from each joint of the culnu However, that is fo 
veiy uncertain a mark, that it is not poflible to place any depend- 

ance upon it. The circumftance of its having no vagina:, or at 
befi: very minute ones, and capfules' nearly divaricated, and ending 

in a long point, rcprefents it in a fufficiently-diftinguilhable light. 
The intermediate peduncles are not unfrequcntly found doubled. 


36. CAREX ATRATA. 

C. vaginis fub-nullis, fpicis omnibus androg}^'nis terminalibus pc- 

dunculatis: fru6tiferis pendulis, capfulis ovatis acutiufculis. 

Cyperoidcs Alpinum pulchrum foliis caryophylleis, fpicis atris Sc 
tumentibus. 

Schcuchzcr^ p. 481. t. Ii. f. I. 2. 

FL Suectca^ 849. FL Anglic 409. FL Dan. 158. 

FI, Scot. 555. J'Fftheringy 1040. 

Habitat in montibus Cambro-Britannicis & Scoticis. Maio, Junio, 

Julio. 

Radix fibrofa, perennis. Folia lata, culmo breviora, carinata, 
marginibus 

acutis afperiufculis, pedalis. Spicce" non fexu diftindlx, quippe 
fumma non mafcula, at plerumque foeminca, & ad bafin florcs 
mafculos gerit, nec non quofdam hermaphroditicos fparfos, quod 

etiam 


carinaque afperis. Culmus ere6lus, tnqueter, angulis 
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ctiam in caeteris qnandoque acciclit. Spicas omnes oblongsc, acuta?, 
munciales, pedunculatae, pedimculo longo, demum pendulse, appro- 
ximatoe. Squamae ovatac, acuta?, nigrns, nervo tenuiori dorfali, viridi, 
capfula paulo longiores. Ad omnein pedunculnm bradlea foliacea; 
infima culmo plerumque longior, fed variat brevier, fuhfeflilis: eft 
ubi inferior bafin pedunculi, at brevifTime, ampleditur. Capfula 

viridis, ovata, ftepe acuta, comprefta, apice breviter divifo. Fllamcnta 
duo, antheris linearibus fiavis. Stylus ftigmatibus tribus, villofis.. 

androgynous-; in ftridl 
^ juftice, therefore, it fhould be arranged under the order Spich.andro- 
gyms. But there is fomething in its habit fo perfedBy conform- 

that rigid rule muft give 
•way:—the fingularity in this fpecies is, that it has for the moft part 
only two ftamina, and a few hermaphrodite flowers.. 

Its having no vaginse, or at leaft very minute ones, and black 
ovate fpikes, are marks fufficient to diftinguiih it readily from all 
others with which it can come in any competition.. 

The fpecimen in the Linnean herbarimn feems to be the fame as 
our Englilh plant; but that has its terminal fpike evidently 

male. 

Scheuchzer\ figure gives no bad reprefentation of the herma¬ 
phrodite flower. 

37. CAREX PILULIFERA. 

C. vaginis nullis, fpica mafcul^ fub-lineari, foemineis fubrotundis 
feflilibus confertis, culmo debili. 

Buddie Hort. Sic, p. 30. n. 9. 

Gramen cyperoides tenuifolium, fpicis ad fummum caulem felTili- 
bus globulorum xmulis. Pluk. pb. t. 91. f. 8. 

Mor, Hijl. Ox, III. 243. f. 8, t. 12. L i6. 
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C. montana. FI. Suecica^ n. 84;. Leersy t. 16. f. 6. 

C. pilulifera. Sp. Pi. 1385. FI. Angl. 408. FI. Scot* 554. 
Withering^ 1039 * F>an, 1048. 

Habitat in pafcuis & ericetis humidis paflim. Aprili, Maio. 

Rxidix fibrofa, perennis. Folia ex flavefcenti amcene viridia, tc- 
nuia, culmo breviora, marginibus carinaque »apicem verfus hifpida. 
Culmus debilis, incurvus, faepius recumbens, triqueter, angulis acutis 
fub-laevibus, 3—6 uncialis, & ultra. Spica'y una mafcula, & circitcr 
tres foemineas. Spica mafcula terminalis, linearis, aliquando oblon- 
giufcula, tenuis; fquamis oblongo-ovatis, acutis, fufcis, nervo dorfali 
vlridi, margine tenero albido. Foemineae tres, ad bafin mafculae, 
approximatse, oblongse, acutx, maturiores fubrotundae; duae 
inferiores bradtea brevi, foliacea, feflili, fubtenduntur; fuperior 

bradlea membranacea, ovata, carinatd, quae denuo in mucronem 
foliaceum definit; fquamae fere ut in mafcula fed pallidiores, cap- 
fulam maturam fubaequantes. Capfula mox nigricans, fubrotunda, 
fub-tomentofa, mucronata, mucrone brevi obtufiufculo, apice in- 
divifo. Filanienta ut in caeteris. Stylus ifligmatibus tribus. 

Obf. In fpicis foemineis, flores terminales plerumque mafculi, 
Poft breve tempus hi decidui funt, unde fpicse faepius rotundx 
evadunt. Spica inferior variat, fed rarius, breviter pcduncu- 

Lata. 


I own that 1 dill hefitate what name I ought to add to this 

fpecies. Dr. Smith tells me, it certainly is the C. montana of the 
Linnean herbarium; and that, from the quotation of Plukenet'i 
figure, we may be equally certain lAnn<^us delcribcd it from thence 
as his original C. pilulifera^ without having a fpecimcn in his col- 

Icdion. 


192 


Dr. Goodenough’j Ohfervaims 


lection. It mufl be confefled, that the plant in the Linnean her¬ 


barium, afterwards gathered 



Dr 


Solander in Lapland 


and 


named pilulifera^ is very different from this I 


now treating of, 


It is very robuft and eredl, the fpikes alfo are larger and more 
crowded, neither is there any male fpike to be feen. Probably it 
is the Carex alplna of the FI. Dantca 403. It muft therefore be 
concluded that that was not the plant which Lmn:x:its originally 
intended. I have no doubt but he fpoke of one and the fame 
plant under two names. I lliould think that in its more fruit¬ 
ful (late, with three female fpikes, he called it pilulifera : in its more 
ftarved appearance, when produced on elevated and dry plains, 

where it has only two, and not unfrequently only one female fpike, 
he called it montana. 


The 


figures in Phikenet and Morifon are very expreffive, but 


too ere 61 :. The roundnefs of the female fpikes happens from the 
terminal flowers being ufually male and deciduous; as thefe wi¬ 
ther away, the fpikes alfume their round form, otherwife they are 


general obi on 


The 


capfules are fomewhat downy, as in C. 
pracox^ but the linear male fpike, the female ones feffile, and 

mark its diflin^lion in all flages of its 


the 


reclining 


culm 


growth 


Mr. Hudfon having adopted the name pUultft 


confc 


quence that name h 




iverfally obtained with us, not to 


mention that it is more expreffive than montana^ I thought it bed: 
upon mature deliberation, to continue it. 
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38. 


CAREX RIGID A. Tab. 22./^. 10. 


C. digyna, vaginis nullis, fpicis oblongis fub-feflilibus, foliis fub 


recurvis rigidis. 


Cyperoides germanicum, foliis brevibns rigidis acutis, &c. Mlcb 
Nov. Gen. p. 61. t. 32, f. 4. 

Carex faxatilis. FI. AngL 408. 


Habitat in fummo vertice mentis Snowdon, Mr. Hudfon 


In alpibus Scoticis. Mr. DieJifo 


4 . 


Folia 


rigid a 




nigro-viridia, 


> 


rc- 


Aprili, Maio. 

Radix crafla, valde repens, perennis. 
glaucefccntia, marginibus carinaque apicem verfus afperis 

curva, culmo paulo breviora. Culmus ereftus, fxpe incurvus, cir- 

citer 41 uncias altus, triqueter, angulis acutiflimis afperis, prac 
teris fuae altitudinis craflus, rigidus. Spicee, unica mafcula (rarius 
duas), dune, tres foemineae, ad fummnm culmi approximatas — Spica 
mafcula terminalis, oblonga, acutiufcula, cltciterl unc. longa; fqua- 
misnigris, ovatis, obtufiffimis, margine membranaceo, nervo'abbrc- 
viato dorfali viridi — Spicae foemineae mari approximatae, inferior 
remotiufcula, oblongae, acudufculae, felTiles (inferior fsepe peduncu- 
lata), longitudine maris, floribus denfe imbricatis, flore uno aut altero 
terminali, praecipue in fpicis fuperioribus, mafculo; fqiiamaj nigrse, 
ovatas, obtufiflimas, &c. ut in mafcula, demum capfula dimidio.bre- 

viores. Ad fpicas foemineas bradlea foliacea feffilis, bafi utrinque 
auriculat^ — quas ad fpicam inferiorem fita eft, fpica fua longior 
eft, & recurva— qusE ad fuperiores, eredla?, & fpicis fuis breviores, 


VOL. II. 
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bafi pariter auriculate. Capfula ovata, hinc planiufcula, glabra, 
obtufiufcula; variat autem produ6ta, acutiufcnla, lub-recurva. — 
Filamenta ut in cxteris. Stylus ftigmatibus duobus, crafliufculis, 

albis, pilofis. 

Obf, Flores inferiores fsepe remotiufculi. Capfulce ore indivifo. 
Bradearum auriculas fatis magnae, fub-rotundas. 

Tkis plant has often been confounded with the faxaitUs of Lin- 
nceus^ and the monicina of Mr. Hudfon, It differs from the rnontanay 
by its having no vaginae, two ftigmata, and fmooth capfules; from 
the faxatilis^ by its being a thicker and much fmaller plant; and 
from both, by the great rigidity of its leaves and incurved ftalk. 
In Sir Jofeph Banks's herbarium is a fine fpecimen colle6led by Mr. 
Hudfon, the culms of which are much incurved. I have culti¬ 
vated this plant, and find that the culm keeps the tendency to in¬ 
curvation. I fhould apprehend that the bleak expofure on the 
tops of mountains contributes to the incurvation obfervable in its 
wild Bate. 

The rigidity of its leares, and their being fpread abroad, or, as it 
oftener happens, bent back, diflinguilh it from cccfpitofa^ whofe 
leaves are upright and foft. ' By the fame marks it may always be 
kept feparate from C. Jiridia^ which alfo is altogether upright. But 
the frucElification of thefe three fpecies, efpecially in the number of 
ftyles, is very fimilar. 

It is poflible that the root leaves of this plant, arched back, 
and of a firm nature, may afford prote<Slion to many of the winged 
inhabitants of the windy tops of alpine fituations. 

Confidering the cold fituation of the natal foil of this plant, it 

2 feems 
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feems {bmewhat furprifing that, when planted in a garden, its 
leaves fhould wither at the firft approach of winter; but even in 
that ft ate tlicy retain much of their rigidity. 

I am indebted to that acute obferver, Mr. Dickfon, for plants of 
this fpecies brought by him from Scotland'^ where it is frequent 
upon the tops of high hills. 

39. CAREX C^SPITOSA. Tab. 21.8. 

C. digyna, vaginis nullis, fpicis fub-felTilibus fub-cylindricis obtufis, 
foliis ereftis molliufculis. 

Buddie Hort, Sic, p. 30. n. 2. 

FI. Suecica, n. 855. 

Habitat in paluftribus, in nemorofis humidis. Maio. 

Radix valdc repens, perennis. Folia molliufcula, amcenc viridia, 
fub-glauca, erecla, culmum asquantia, marginibus carinaque apicem 
verfus afperiufcula. Culmus erc6lus 4-12 uncialis & ultra, fub- 
debilis, triqueter, angulis acutis, afperiufeulis. Spico'y una mafcula 
(rarius duse), tres foemineae. Spica mafcula ere6la, terminalis, ob- 
longa, triquetra, |-i unciam longa; fquamis ovatis, obtufis—Spicae 
foemineas duae aut tres, fub-cylindricae, obtufae, fub-fefliles—fei- 
licet inferior breviter pedunculata, fuperiorcs fefliles.* Flores ple- 
rumque fexfariam, raro oftofariam, denfe imbricati—Squamas ovatae, 

acutiufculsE (fed variant nec infrequenter obtufae),' capfuls mature, 
breviores, nigrae, nervo dorfali viridi. Ad fpicas feemineas bi-a^lea 

foliacea, erefta, fefliirs, i. e. culmum ne minime quidem amplc6tens, 

* C c 2 . bafi 
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bad Litrinquc-auriculata, auricula ulgrA. rotunda perfiflentl, culmurm 
modo aquans, pierumque fuperans, interdum brevior. Capfula> 
ovata, obtufiufcula, fub-comprefili, glabra, apice inciiviib. Fila-^ 
vienta ut in cacteris. Stylus ftigmatibus duobus. 

9 

Ohf, Capfula3 perfildentes, nec deciduas. 

Having fpoken very fully of this plant in my remarks upom 
C. Jiriilayl have only in this place to fay, that this plant has been< 
generally miftaken in confequence of the various alTertions of au¬ 
thors who h-ave written upon it. It was not till after repeated 

and careful examinations of the Linnean herbarium, that 1 could 
determine it; for the fpecimens there preferved feern chofen ones, 
and of courfe do not appear at firft fight to bear that exa6l. re- 
femblancc to the general habit which is obiervable with us. I 
was relieved from all doubt by Mn j^fzelius, who, from hjs inti¬ 
mate and accurate knowledge of the SwedilTi plants, and not lefs 
perhaps of thofe of our country, traced out to me certain marks of 
fimilarity, 

Obf, The capfules ufually adhere to the rachis of the fpike, 
even in decay. In- C. Jiridia, they are deciduous as foon almoft as 
• they come to maturity—C. ca;fpitofa comes into flower a very con-, 
fiderable time after C. Jirldiay nearly or quite a month. 

AO, CAREX STRICT A, Tab. 21. 9.. 

C. digyna, vaginis nullis, fpicis fub-felTilibus cylindricis acutis; maf- 
culis fub-duabus, foliis ere£tis Ilridtis. 
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Gramen cypcroides paluflre fpica pcndul^. 

- Loef. Prujf. p. 116. t. 30. 

C. cxfpitofa. FI. Angl. 412. FI. Scot, p. 560. var. jS. 

Habitat in paluftiibus. Prope Norwich. D. Pitchford, 

' Apiili. 

Radix valde repens, perennis. Folia glaiicefccntia, ere6la, recflif* 
fima, culmo breviora, marginibus carinaque afperis.'v Culmus pcda- 
lis, bipedalis & ultra, eredus, triqueter, angulis acutis afperis. 

Spica mafculae plcrumque dnse, foemineae trcs, omncs erefta?, fub- 
cylindricae, acutas. Splcae mafciilse triquetrae i — 2 nncialcs, fqiia- 
mis oblongis, acutiufcuiis, nigris, nervo dorlali viridi. Spies foemi- 
nes I — 2 unciales, infima breviter pedunculata, esters felTiles, 

floribus mafeulis terminatae, & inde acuts; fquamae oblongs acuts, 
Gapfulis 0(Slofaiiam imbricatis, paulo breviores. Ad fpicas feemi- 
neas bra6tea foliacea, feflilis, eredla, inferior culmo pJerumque 

paulo brevior (fed variat culmo longior, necnon longe brevior), 
junior faepius auricnlata, auricula oblongiufcula, cito clongata, 
mox evanida-—fuperiores breviores, pariter auriculats, Capfula 
compreffa, ovata, acuta, glabra, apice indivifo. Filamenta ut in 
csteris. Stylus fligmatibus duobus, albis, crafliufculis, villofis. 

Obf. Folia radicalia, qus bafin culmi ample(Sluntur, vaginam 
hinc membranaceam habent: membrana autem culmo luxurianti, 
mire difrumpitur, & quafi in filamenta reticulato-connexa laceratur^ 
Capfula citius decidua.. 

This Carex has many particulars in common with the cafpitofa;. 
its upright culm and leaves, no vagins, feffile fpikes, and to appear¬ 
ance digynous flowers: hence many have thought them the- 

fame- 
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fame fpecies. I am quite of a different opinion. — In the firft place, 
C. Jlridla has the root-leaves which embrace the bafe of the culm, 
with the membranous part of the vagina, fplit into threads after 
the manner of open net-work : then the root-leaves and the brac- 
teiE are lliorter than the culm at the time of flowering. Add to 
this, the bra8;erE, particularly the iowermoft, have either no 
auricles, or oblong ones, which are prefently fo elongated as 
to difappear, i. e. to lofc all form of auricles. The female fpikes 
are acute, owing to their having male flowers at the fummit. 
The fcales are all acute—their capfules are fet in eight rows, and 
two male fpikes for the mofl: part terminate the culm. 

On the contraiy, C. cc^fpitofa has the root-leaves, which em¬ 
brace the bafe of the culm, with the membranous part always en¬ 
tire.—^The root-leaves equal the culm in point of length at the time 
of flowering, the braftese are longer—The bra6lex always have 

little round auricles on each fide of the bafe, which do not chano-e 

their fliape : the finale fpikes are obtufe, and have no male flowers 
at their fummit. The fcales (though fometimes they may be fome- 
what acute) are in general bluntifh, not unfrequently very much 
fo—The capfules are generally fet in fix, very rarely in eight rows, 

and it is feldom found with more than one male fpike; befides, it 
is every way a much fmaller, weaker, and fofter plant. I fpeak here 
of the general appearance of thefe two fpecies. 

I have little doubt but Loefel meant this plant, though he fpeaks 
of it fpica penduld ; I fuppofe he means with an inclining flalk. He 

—that would have been decifive againft: 
me; but fpic^ penduld?, i. e. as 1 interpret him, with J;hat part of 
the culm which bears the fpikes, inclining : not that I ever 
fcarcely obferved it even fo, for it is in general remarkably upright 
in its ftature. Mofl; probably Loefel drew his figure from a dried 

fpecimen. 


does not fay, fpic/V pendul/j 
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fpedmen. However, the habit of the plant which he has figured, 
the fliortnefs of the leaves, and the apparent ftridlnefs of the culm, 
make me look upon it to be C. ftrUia, Had it been drawn up¬ 
right, there would have been little or no doubt. 

I fhould iuppofe that Dr. IVithering meant this plant for his ca:f 
pltofa: but in fome particulars the defcriptions do not accord; per¬ 
haps they are taken from c^Jpitofa and fri£ia promifcuoufly, on a 
fuppofition that they are the fame. 

The younger Linnajus once told me, that this was his father’s 
C. acutay var. ruffa, i. e. the var, cl of the Tlora Suecica, to which is 
quoted MicheUus\ figure t. 32. f. 12. which is there faid to be exadl. 
(We were examining a living plant in Kew-garden when this con- 
verfation pafled). Now that figure has the female fpikes with 
longilh peduncles, which I never have obferved the JlriEia to have. 
Had the fpikes been feflile, it would have been a very decent re- 

prefentation of it. It could not be the acuta var. /3 of Flora Suecica^ 
for that is, as appears evidently in the Linnean herbarium^ the C. 
gracilis of Mr. Curtis. Certainly the growth of this plant anfwers 
to the name of acuta better than any other, having all its parts 
cre6l and (harp pointed. 1 wifhed to have named it fo ; but as the 
gracilis of Mr. Curtis is preferved in the Linnean herbarium under 
the name of acuta (by which means we are fure of one of the va¬ 
rieties), and as this has its title of acuta^^^x. rufa^ only from a con- 
verfation held accidentally with the younger Linnaeus^ I do not ven¬ 
ture to change the name upon this authority. There would, I 
own, be great propriety in calling this plant acuta, and fuffering 
Mr. Curtises very apt appellation of gracilis to remain with the other. 

I muft confefs that I have but little doubt of this being the acuta 
var. ruffa of Linnaeus *.— It is the only plant which accords with 

* Since the reading of this paper, the Baronefs d’ltzenplltz favoured me with a Cght 
of fome Carices, fent her from Upfal, among which I obferved this pl«it named acuta. 

Mr. 

% 

# 
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Mr. Curtih gracUh^ in the leading points of the Linnean chara6lcr: 

Spich mafcuUs pluribusj fionbus digynls. 

It is obfervable, that Mtchelius% figure has the female fpikes acute, 
rendered fo by the male flowers at the top; which appearance no 
Carcx has fo confl:antly as this. 

Some years ago 1 received roots of this plant from Mr. Pitch- 
ford of Norwich: I have cultivated it ever fince, together with 
C. co’fpitofa ; neither have I oblerved either of them vary from the 
•defeription given above. 
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CAREX RIPARIA. 


:C. fpicis oblong 


mafcularum fquamis lanceolatis : foemi- 


nearum ariftato-acuminatis, capfulis ovato-lanceoiatis apice fur- 


dentatis 


T 

Petlv. Hort. Sic. vol. T. p. T57. 

Buddie^ Hort. Sic. p. 28. n. 3, 4. 

Gyperoides aquaticum maximum, &c. fquamis in ariflam longii 

produdlis, capfuhs oblongis, bifidis. Michel. Nov. Gen. p. ^ 
t. 32. f. 6, 7. ' 

Gramen cyperoides latifolium fpic^ rufa caule triano-ulo. 

Hifi. Ox. III. f. 8. t. 12. f. I. 

Carex acuta, van a. Huef. FI. Angl, p. 413. FI. Scot. p. 565 
Garex riparia, Flora Londin. & JFltherwg^ p. 10-6. 


/• 


Mot 




Habitat ad ripas foflarum fluviorumqnc; in paluftribus, & pratis 


humidioribus. 


Aprili, Maio. 


Radix valde repens, crafla, perennis. Folia 


lidiora, fubtus nigro-viridia, glauca, 


erecla, fupra pal 


5 


ginibus carindque afp 


mis 
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mis, culmum inflorefeentem fub-xquantia—qux culmi bafin am- 

biunt, vagina nervofa, nervis pulchre reticulatis. Culmus ere»Stus, 

firmus, triqiieter, angulis acutifllmis, afperis, bipedalis & ultra. 

Spico’ tres mafculaEr, totidem focminear. Spicx mafculsE tcrminales 

oblongjc, acutae, triquetral, angulis acutis, confertx; fquamis lan- 

ceolatis, acuminatis, nigris, nervo dorfali viridi. Spicx foeminea: 

oblongas, & prx floribus terminalibus plcrumque mafculis acutx : 

una aut altera inferior pedunculata, pedunculo fxpe longiufculo, 

♦ $ 

fuperiores fubfefTiles, onines ereftse. Squamx lanceolatx, ariftato- 
acuminatx, nigrx, nervo dorfali viridi, capfula longiorcs. Ad 
fpicas foemineas bra6lea foliacea; una aut altera inferior culmum 
fxpius longe fuperans, pedunculi bafm vagina breviffima occupans : 
fuperiores fubfefliles, bafi plerumque auriculatx, auriculat'i rotun- 

diufcula, culmum aut xquantes aut paulb breviores, tenuiores. 
Capfula fub-o6lofariam imbricatx 

divifo furcato,' nervofx. Filamenta tria^ antheiis Jinearibus flavis. 
Stylus ftigmatibus tribus. 

There is fcarcely a poflibility of miftaking this plant for any 
other. Its black, triangular, acute male fpikes, and acuminated 
bifurcated capfules, muft ever point out a mod decided diftinc- 

tion. 

He who would wifh to obtain farther information, would do 
well to confult the excellent figure and obfervations of Mr. Curtis 
in his Flora Londinenfs^ or Mr. Lightfoct's accurate defeription in his 
Flora Scotica. 

It varies a little occafionally as to the robudnefs of its flature, 
and is met with fometimes with blunt male fpikeS. Buddie's No. 4. 

is an in dance of it. 


, oblongo-ovatx, acuminatx, apicc 


VoL. II. 
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42. C. A R E X P A L U D O S A, 

C. fpicis oblongis fiib-obtufis ; makularum fquamls obtufis: foem^ 

nearum lanccolatis, capfulis ovato-lanceolatis apice £ub-den-. 
tatis. 

Carex acuta. FI, Lotidlnenfs, IVhher'tng^ p. 1054. 

Habitat in paluftribus, & ad ripas foilarum. Maio, Junioi 

Radix valde repens, perennis. Folia circiter femnnciam lata>> 
glauco-viridia, eredla, marginibus carinaque afpera, culmo brevi— 
ora, bafi rubra. Cuhnus pedalis, bipedalis, ere6lus, inaequaliter tri- 
qucter, angulis acutis afperis. Spica plerumque tres mafculie, to- 
tidem fcemineae. Spicae mafculae ter min ales, approximatae, trique- 
trx, angulis obtufiufculis, oblongae, obtufae ; fquamis fufcis, nervo 
dorfali viridi, oblongis, obtufis.- Spicae foemineae oblongae, faepius 
obtufiufculag (fed variant obtufae & acutaz pro praefentia aut abfen- 
tia fiorum mafculorum terminalium ubi- enim hi adfunt, acutse 
evadunt), ere<5la2, inferior una aut altera breviter pedunculata,, 
floribus ar< 51 im imbricatis: fquamse lanceolatae, valde acutae, fufcx, 
nervo dorfali viridi, capfula fepe longiores. Ad omnem fpicam 
feemineam bradlea foliacea, inferior, una aut altera culmo longior,, 
bafi pedunculum brevilTime ampledlens; fuperiores aut ciilmum. 
asquantes,, aut paulo breviores; bafi rarius auriculatae. Capfula: fub- 
©6lofariam. imbricatse, nervofx, ovato-lanceolatae, acutiufculae, 
apice ante maturitatem integro, demum dcnticulis duobus brevilTi- 
mis confpiciendo. Fllamenia ut in caeteris. Stylus ftigmatibus 
tribus.. 

This plant, which is fo common with us, does not appear to 
have been noticed by Linnaus, It is often very variable in its 

5 ; appear^ 
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appearance, and comes fo near riparian that it is not to be feparatcd 
from it without a little clofe attention. The fcales of the male 
fpike will afford a conftant charader: they are always more or lefs 
blunt in this fpecies, and very acute in riparia. Its capfulcs are 
either not at all, or very flightly divided at the fummit, but not 
roftrated or furcated. From this circumftancc I am inclined to 
add the fynonym of Michelius^ t. 32. f. 6. to riparia — never hav¬ 
ing obferved the capfulcs of paludofa half fo deeply divided. 

43. CAREX ACUTA. 

C. digyna, fpicis filiformibus ; foemineis inflorefeentibus nutantibus; 

fru6liferis cre^tis, capfulis acutiufeulis apice indivifo. 

Uvedale^ Herb. Ray an. vol. la. p. 61. n. !• % 

Carex acuta, Var. ; 3 . FI. Suecica^ n. 857, 

Carex gracilis. Flora Londin .—& Withering^ 

Maio. 

Radix perennis, repens. Folia angufla, amoene viridia, erecla, 
apicibus pendulis^ marginibus carinaque afperis, culmo breviora. 
Culmus altitudine mire variat, pro folo & fitu, tricntalis, pedalis, 

bipedalis & ultra, triqueter, angulis acutiffimis, afperis, fub inflo- 
refeenti'^ fsepius cernuus. Spica mafculas duae, raro tres; foeminese 
tres ; omnes filiformes, tenues. Spicse mafculze rc6fiufcula2, i —3 
unciales, fquamis oblongis, obtufis, nigris, nervo dorlali viridi, In- 
feriores breviores. Spicae foemineaj fubfeffiles (eft ubi inferior una 
' aut altera breviter pedunculata), fub inflorefeenti^ nutantes f. rc- 

curvae, maturiores eredec, floribus terminalibus faepe mafeulis, & 

D d 2 ' inde 
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inde acutae. Squamx oblongse, acutse, nigrsc, nervo d( 3 rfall vlridr,. 
capfula paulo breviores. Ad omnem fpicam foemineam bra6lea 
foliacea, feffilis, bafi faepe auriculata, inferior culmo paulo longior, 
fuperiores aut aequantes aut breviores. Capfula fub-o6lofariam 
imbricatae, ovatae, acutiufculae, compreffaE, apice indivifo, claufo, 
ar6lim imbricatas. Filamenta tria, antheris linearibus flavis. Stylus 
ftigmatibus duobus. 


Whatever were the other variety of C. acuta, mentioned in the 
feveral writings of Linnaus, we are quite fure that this was one, for 
it is now in Dr. SmltF^ herbarium, fo named by Linnaus himfelf. 
Unfortunately the other is not preferved : however I can fcarcely 
have a doubt but it was C. frlSia, that being the only one which' 
I know of,, which bears any refemblance to Michelius's figure, t. 32. 
f. 12. . I would not however wifh to appear to be pofitive upon 
this head, as there is not that exacSl refemblance in the 
which, after the commendation bellowed upon it by Lmnaus, 
we have a right to expect. 

The fiendernefs of the habit of this plant in all its parts, its 
filiform fpikes, pendulous when in flower, its having the piftillum 
with two ftyles, and the capfules of a comprefled form or fl^ttilh, 
and undivided at the fummit, keep it evidently diftindl from all 


figure 


others. 1 have never feen it lefs than three or four inches 

(and that only in dry ftarved land), and therefore date it 


high 
as fuch. 


Mr. Curtis^ Dr. Stokes^ and Mr. IFoodward, all fhewed good judgment 
in long ago fufpeaing this to be the C. acuta of Linnaus. I derive my 
information only from feeing the plant fince in the Linnean herba¬ 
rium. I do not therefore take any merit to myfelf, as being wifer than 
thofe refpeaable gentlemen, but only deem myfelf more fortunate 


in 




% 



in my opportunity. Linfueus evidently confounded t\^'o fpecies 
under the n«me ^icuta. As MkheUnss figure was faid 



Un- 

rictus to be an exadl likencl's of his firfl: variety, and as there was 
no figure quoted to his fecond, Mr. Curtis^ unable to reconcile this 
plant to Mkheliuss figure, jutlged it to be a difiindl fpecies, (who 

would not have done the fame ?) and called it gracilis accordingly. 


44. CAREX VESICARIA. 

C. fpicis mafculis linearibus ; focmineis oblongis patentibus, capfulis 
inflatis oblongis roftrato-acnminatis patentibus. 

Buddie t Hort, Sk. p. 29. n. 2. 

Gramen cypcroides majus prsecox, fpicis turgidis terctibus flavcfcen- 

tibus. Hiji. Ox. Ill. 242. f. 8. t. 12 f. 6. 

PI. Sued cay n. 856. PoUich. ji. 895. Var. / 3 . Leersy t. 16. 

f. 2. III.- 

C. inflata. FI. yingl. 412. FL Scot. 567. Withermgy p. 1057-. 

Fi. Dan. 647. 

# 

Habitat in paluftribus. Maio. 

Radix repens, perennis. Folia pallide virehtia, culmum fub in- 
florefcentia fuperantia, marginibus carinaque afperis, angufta. 
Culmus bipedalis, erc^tus, triqueter, angulis acutiflimis afperis. 
Spicce circiter tres mafculas, totidem foemineas. Spicae mafculas ter- 
minales, ere^lac, fuperior i—2 uncialis, cseterae breviores, lineares, 
fub-triquetrx ; fquamis oblongis, obtufiufculis, flavis, marginibus 

apicein verfus albidis, nervo dorfali vlridi, obfoletiufculo. Spicae 

foemineae oblongx, pedunculatae (inferior peduneulo fatis longo, 

fnperiores brcvioribus), 1—2 unciales,. ere^tiufculae; f- lub- 

patentes. 
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patentes. Squamas lanceolatsc, anguftaz, acutiflima!, pallldae, fub 
infiorefcentia capfula fere dupio longiores, demum fub maturefcen- 
tia iifdem fere dupio breviores. Ad omnem fpicam foemineam 
bra6lea foliacea, feflilis, culmo longior. Bradea tenuis fpicas maf- 
culas etiam faepius fubtendit; haec culmo plerumque brevior. — ♦ 
Capfula laxiufcule difpofitsE, patentes, glabrae, flavefcentes, nervofse^ 
ovato-oblongx, acuminatse, & quafi roftratae, ore bifido. Filamenta 
lit in caeteris. ftigmatibus tribus. 


Ohf Capfulam C. dcpauperata refert, at fpicis foemineis oblongl? 
fnuliiflorh, & mafculis pluribus diftindliflima. 

Lmnaus failed no where fo much as in defcribing his C. veficaria* 
He makes this his iirft variety, C. fylvatka his fecond, and C. ani'- 
pullacea his third. Amidft fo much confufion, it was fcarcely 
poflible to find any union of opinion amongft: the feveral authors 
who afterwards treated of the fame fubjedl. It was plainly to be 
feen that they were diftindl fpecies — the difficulty lay in deter¬ 
mining which was the original, and which the variety. Hence Mr. 
Hudfon (to whom we muft all be ever indebted, as being the firft 

author of a Linnean arrangement of the Britilh plants), and Mr, 
Llghifnot^ judged ampullacea to be the original, and under that im- 

prcffion named this infiata. We are at length happily coi redied 

as to thefe doubts by the herbarium of Linnaus, wherein this 
plant is named veficaria. Its yellow hue, narrow fhort fcales, and 

all danger 

of miftake. 


inflated fmooth conic capfules, point it out beyond 





45 - CAREX ' 


4 


on the BritjJIj Species of Carex» 


207 


45 


CAREX AMPULLACEA. 


C-fpicis filiformlbus; mafculis tenuloribus; faemineis teretibus erec- 
tis, capfulis inflatis globofis ariflato-roftratis divaricatis. 

Buddie P Hori, Sic, p. 29. n. i. 

Gramen cyperoides medium anguftifolinm, fpicis teretibus ere6lis- 


flavefeentibus. Mortf. Hiji, Oxon. III. 242. f. 8. t. i 


f. 8 . 


9 

Carex veficaria. Fi, ^ngL 413. FI, Scot, 566. PoUich, n. 895. 


Var. 


a 


Carex roftrata* Withering^ p. 1059 


Habitat in paluftiibus aquofis. Maio. 


Badlx valde repent, perennis. FoJia gl 


ere< 5 la 


guRa 


€ulmo long 


marginibus 


nilque magna ex parte afp 


Culmus pedalis, bipedalis, ere^lus, triqueter, angulis acutis, fummum 


erfus afperis, fxpius autem infra fpicain iiiferiorem glab 


Spicce 


duac aut tres mafculae, totidem foemineae. Spicac mafculas ex li- 
neari filiformes ; fumma faepius modice incurva, uncialis etiam ali- 

quando biuncialis, caeterae breviores — Squamae oblongae, acutiuf- 
culae (variant etiam obtufae), fiavefeentes, nervo dorfali viridi 


mars-ine tenero albo 


Sp 


foemineae cylindricae, unciales, biun 


1 


ciales, credlae, pedunculatae, pedunculis brevibus, inferior! longiore: 
Squamae lanceolatae, acutas, flavefcente§, margine pallido, nervo 
dorfali viridi, capfuls fere duplo breviores, interdum prse morbo 
quodam fortafle, aequales. Ad omnem fpicam, vel mafculam vel 
foemineam, bra6lea foliacea,. angufta, ereeVa; fuperiores culmo bre¬ 
viores; una aut altera' inferior multo longior, omnes fefliles. Capfuls 
ardlim odofariam imbrkatae;' inflatae,, globoiae, ariftato-acumi 

natccj, 


¥ 
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natse f. roftratse, divaricatse, ore bidenticulato, flavefcentes, ner- 
vofae.— Filamenta ut in casteris— Stylus ftigmatibus tribus. 


Oif, Folia radicalia qu* culmi bafin obveftiunt vagina bine 
membranacca, quse mox in filamenta reticulatim connexa difrum- 
pitur, uti in C. Jlridtd accidit. 


As Llnnaus has diftinguiihed other plants which have their feed- 
veffels fhaped fomewhat like this, by the trivial name of ampulla- 
ceus^ I have adopted that appellation, as being more expreflive than 
rojirata^ which is a term common to many, viz. Pfeudo-cyperus, de¬ 
pauper ata^ Jylvaticay vejicaria, &c. &c. Befides we have the authority 
of Haller for this name, who had firft deferibed it, capfulis ampul- 

lath rojiraih, > 


This fpecies is not common near London^ although, from the 
different authors which I have cited, it appears to be an inhabitant 
of many parts of this ifland. It is to be met with plentifully at 
Virginia water. I do not know how to add Leers's figure i6. 2. 
n. 2. bccaufe he deferibes the female fpikes pendulous— a circum- 
ftanc€ I do not remember ever to have feen. 



H I R T A. 


C. pilofa, fpicis omnibus oblongis; foemineis remotis vaginatis: va- 

ginis bine lanato-villofis, capfulis hirtis, 

Buddie, Hort. Sic, p. 30. n. i. 


Gramen cyperoides polyftachion lanuginofum. 

243. f. 8. t. 12. f. 10. 
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Habitat in pratis & pafcuis humidis, in aquofis & paluflribus.. 

Maio, Junio. 

Radix valde rcpens, pa'cnnis. Folia fere femunciam lata, villofa, 
ad eras carinafque hifpida, culmo fub-breviora. Culmus eredlus, 
triqueter, angulis acutiffimis, afperis. Spicte duss mafcula?, tres 
foeminex—Spiexm afculx oblongae, fub-unciales, erciflse ; fquamis 
Gvatis, fufeis, margine albo, nervo dorfali viridi, pilofis, obtufis, & 
ex nervo prominenti brevillime mucronatis. Spicae foemineae fae- 
pins valde remotse, oblonrgse, ere 61 :ac, inferiores longius peduncu- 
latse; fquamis villofis, ovatis, longius mucronato-acuminatis, mar¬ 
gine albido, nervo dorfali viridi. Ad oinnem fpicam foemineani 
bradea foliacea, qua: ad fpicas inferiores fere dimidium' pedunculi 
occupat, vagina bine lanato-villbia.— Porro bradea una aut altera. 

"^nijmitr i iaxiufculc dirpolita?, 

ovatse, acuta*, bine plan^, illinc convexa:, hirtar, fub-roftrata?, 

roftro bifido, fquamis paulo longiores. Fdamenta tria, anthcris for- 

didiufcule llavis. Stylus ftigmatibus tribus. 

The thick down* which covers the leaves, and* particularly the 
vaginae and capfules of this fpecies, keeps it mod manifeftly dif-- 
tind from all others. 


I have fpecimens of a Carex, given me by Mr. Lighifoot^ which 
he informed me he met with in Scotland ; it is an androgynous 
fpecies, and nearly related to axillaris^ if not the very fame. The 
terminal fpike is for the mod part, but not altogether, male; a 
few female flowers appearing at the bafe. The fpikes are 
feflTile in the axillae of. (lender bradeae, which are longer than 
VoL. IL. E e the-' 
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the culm; neither are they, except the lowermoft, remote from 
each other. I do not obferve any male flowers in the axillary 
fpikes. The fcales are oblong and acute, with a flrong nerve on 
the back, which forms an acute point. The capfules are oblong 
and acute, and (lightly bifid at the point, and do not appear to be 
quite fo long as the fcales. The fpikes are all folitary. 

It is diftinft from remota by its bifid capfule.— It feems different 
from axillaris by all the fpikes being folitary: but this lafl: circum- 

ftance has raifed a doubt in my mind, whether the fpecific cha¬ 
racter which I have given axillaris, be juft : in particular, it pre¬ 
vented me from calling it aggregata^ under which title my very 
(kilful and accurate friend and fellow-labourer, Mr. Curtis, has 
fpoken of it. As he has not yet publiihed his obfervations, I take 

the advantage of 
ren expofures it produces its fpikes folitary and not aggregateyand 
give it the name of axillaris, a name by which poflibly it was 
known originally to Lintmus, though, perhaps afterwards thinking 
it the fame as remota, he rejected it as a diftinCt fpecies. 

My fpecimens are too fmall and too much damaged to enable me 
to fpeak, with certainty, whether it be axillaris or not. They are 
fpecimens of the whole plant from the crown of the roots, but 
not of the root itfelf: they appear to be from four to fix inches 
high. 


confulting my fears, viz. that in bleak and bar- 


I have thus the honour of laying before the Linnean Society, 
my obfervations upon the Britilh Tpecies of the genus Carex, I 
have purpofely gone no farther into minutenefs of inveftigation 
than appeared to be neceffary to a fufficient knowledge of the objeCls 
themfelves. I am aware, however, that the more minutely objeCls 

are 
















































